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Tt. J. PITNER, M. D., JACKSONVILLE. 
CURRENTS AND COUNTER CURRENTS IN 
MEDICINE. 


It is exceedingly gratifying to the mem- 
bers of the medical profession here assem- 
bled this evening to have with us so large 
a number of the citizens of Cairo. We take 
it as an expression of a most cordial wel- 
come to your city which I assure you gives 
us great pleasure. It may also be inter- 
preted as an indication of public interest 
in the,profession and a recognition of their 
contributions to the common weal. 

It is my purpose this evening to remark 
upon a few matters pertaining to the prac- 
tice of medicine which I trust will also be 
of some interest to you all. 

While cogitating along certain lines 
with the view of presenting something ap- 
propriate to this occasion and while my 
essay was vet quite embryonic, there came 
a message from our stirring Secretary ask- 
ing for the subject of my address by re- 
turn mail. 

The printer was waiting for it. I had 
no name for the bantling. Never sup- 
posed a name would be wanted. I thought 
my exercise would be put down as the Pres- 
ident’s Address, which would enable me 
to strike out with a free lance in any direc- 
tion unhampered by a heading. Those 
of you who know taat Secretary can read- 
ily see that it was better for me to send him 
a topic and to do it “instanter.” So the 
subject as it stands was forthwith sent, be- 
ing similar to the title of an address deliv- 
ered before the meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society about forty (40) 


years ago by our distinguished Colleague, | 


Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, a phrase 
which I thought as aptly as any short state- 
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ment conveyed in a general way an idea 
of the remarks I wished to make at this 
time. 

Those of you who may have read the ad- 
dress alluded to, which forms the title of a 
hook of essays by the illustrious Author, 
will not be reminded of the old saying that 


great minds run in the same channel. We 
may both speak of currents, medical 


thought and practice, but the channels cut 
by the keen mind of the great master will 
be found somewhat different from the 
skimmings of the Illinoisan. Dr. Holmes 
spoke of the Currents and Counter Cur- 
rents in the Science of *Medicine. My 
purpose this evening is to consider the sub- 
‘ject rather on the practical side although 
some reference to theories is necessarily in- 
volved. 

It is fitting that at an assembly like this 
of the members of any society that they 
now and then take account of stoeck—to 
use a business phrase—or like the mariner, 
take a reckoning—study the currents in 
which they are moving—consider the di- 
rection of their craft—look to the tenden- 
cies of the time. 

Let us this evening consider a few of 
the facts and forces which make for pro- 
gress in Medicine; alsg some of the hin- 
drances and obstacles in the way with cer- 
tain retrograde tendencies. Unfortunately 
in all that pertains to humanity, progress 
is not uninterrupted. In computing the 
forces that move men the “personal equa- 
tion” is a prominent factor. It is capri- 
cious in action, giving uncertain results. 
People in general are perhaps as largely in- 
fluenced by egotism, avarice, party spirit 
and prejudice as by reason and good judg- 
ment based upon a wide induction of facts. 
But far below the surface in society with 
all its noise and froth, its arrogance and 
self-seeking with the clamor of conflict- 
ing interests, the great undercurrent of ac- 
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cumulating knowledge moves silently and 
steadily onward with ever increasing vo!- 
ume. 

Standing here on the banks of the ma- 
jestic Mississippi, where it is reinforced by 
the far reaching arm of the Ohio, which 
together in one great stream sweep on 
toward the broad ocean, may we not see a 
type representing to us the onward move- 
ment of a great profession composed of 
thousands of thoughtful, earnest students 
who with increasing activity are advancing 
toward the wide sea of truth whose boun- 
daries are ever expanding in response to 
the researches of an army of investigators 
into the deeper secrets of nature. 

Let us for a moment consider the char- 
acter and fundamental principles of our 
profession. The practice of medicine is as 
old as the history of the human race. We 
find its basis in the instinct of self-preser- 
vation. We are so constituted that we 
cannot bear suffering without seeking aid 
and one cannot see his fellows suffering, 
especially those in his uwn family, without 
attempting to relieve them. The first 
question that comes to him is, what is the 
trouble and what is best to be done. The 
‘vauses and nature of diseases are usually 
not apparent. The one who would gladly 
extend help does not know what is best to 
do. Who is likely to know? Naturally 
and obviously he turns to one who for years 
has made a study of disease and who has 
made it his life work to aid the sick. One 
in this situation exercises the same common 
sense in calling a physician that he does 
when he goes for a carpenter to build his 
house or a blacksmith to shoe his horse. 
For these and other good reasons there 
have always been and always will be physi- 
cians (we are with you to stay, my friends). 
It has been said the proper study of man- 
kind isman. This study so worthy the at- 
tention of all is essential to the doctor. 
Everything which affects man in his con- 
stitution and environment is of interest and 
importance to the physician. Hence he 
must not be narrow in his field of observa- 
tion and study. Man is affected by many 


conditions and forces within and without 
himself. None of these may be ignored 
by the qualified physician. Before his pa- 
tient he is confronted by many facts and 
factors. Some quite obvious, others equal- 
ly important are obscure. In the presence 
of these hidden forces and the difficult 
problems presenting, together with the 
vital interests involved, he must be modest, 
truthful, earnest, inquiring, devoted. Such 
is the character and spirit of the profes- 
sion. Hearty allegiance to the lofty prin- 
ciples essential to the physician as an- 
nounced by the great apostle of medicine 
Hippocrates himself, has been given by 
every true disciple of Esculapius from that 
day to this. This is baptism into the true 
church of medicine, which is not a school, 
or system of medicine and has no distine- 
tive name. Those who are qualified and 
worthy to enter are simply physicians. 
Those who don’t enter this broad temple 
of learning and healing or who depart from 
it must have names to distinguish them— 
they adopt some pathy. The young 
has fully entered this 
sacred temple and caught the spirit 
of devotion to the profession finds 
himself imbued with a high sense of honor 
in his intercourse with his colleagues and 
his patients; high aims as to the acquisition 
of knowledge pertaining to his work, a de- 
sire to contribute what he can to the com- 
mon stock of knowledge and experience 
and a purpose to be and to do something 
worthy his vocation. He does not let the 
dollar get so close to his eyes as to shut out 
the light of science. The golden eagles 
don’t deflect him from his straightforward 
course toward his goal nor does the cold 
metal lie so close to his heart as to chill its 
responsive throbs to the cry of a suffering 
fellow although he may be without a dollar 
to reward the service. Such _ principles 
have animated and dominated the profes- 
sion of medicine through all the ages and 
have been the moving forces in its grand 
achievements. 


doctor who 


These principles and standards have 
sometimes been reduced to a Code of Ethics 
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which give them definition and tend to a 
clearer view and more considerate conduct, 
ministering to the best interests of doctor 
and patient. These high principles and in- 
terests need definition and safeguarding; 
need reiteration and emphasis as well, be- 
cause the commercial spirit and the current 
of sordid ambition constantly assail the 
struggling physician tending to sweep him 
off his solid footing of principle and sub- 
merge him in selfishness and dishonor. It 
is said there are tricks in all trades. They 
even creep into honorable professions. 
Doctors, regular doctors, are human and 
liable to swerve from the line of duty and 
honor and resort to some extent to the de- 
vices of quacks who seem so successful in 
plying their arts. The temptation is 
sometimes great to adopt their methods of 
deception. Hence the voice of the profes- 
sion in such assemblies as this should be 
lifted against such practices and all obliqui- 
ties of conduct. 

Medical Ethics are simply the statement 
of honorable procedure in circumstances 
pertaining to the relations of physicians 
with each other and with their patients. It 
is an application of the principle of the 
Golden Rule to professional life. A defini- 
tion of what is just and right, in the pecul- 
iar relations of the physician. 

These circumstances cannot be readily 
comprehended by laymen. Hence they 
often misunderstand us and say doctors are 
sticklers for etiquette and hypersensitive. 
A physician does quickly detect divergence 
from honorable conduct which would not 
be known by an outsider and of course his 
sense of honor compels him to condemn its 
Lreach. He cannot and ought not condone 
deception or trickery in practice. The ten- 
deney in some quarters, particularly no- 
ticeable in New York Citv, to ignore the 
Code of Ethies must be regarded as a retro- 
grade movement adverse to the higher in- 
terests of the profession. There may be rea- 
son for a restatement of some parts of the 
code, but no statement can be so complete 
as to cover all points or please every one, in 
all particulars. In the main it is right and 


expresses the deliberate convictions of the 
great body of the profession. It stands for 
what is highest and best and merits our al- 
legiance and lrearty support. 

Another Counter Current within our 
profession is the growing tendency to pre- 
Many preparations, the 
composition of which is not definitely 
known, are used by regular physicians. Of 
late years this country has been flooded by 
a crop of products from very enterprising 
German chemists, sold under patents of 
fancy names. We cannot now do more 
than to call attention to this widespread 
evil. The practice must be condemyed as 
un-professional. 


seribe nostrums. 


Another tendency of the time which 
calls for protest is the rush among our 
young doctors for specialties. Specialism 
not founded on a wide, general knowledge 
of medicine: a knowledge made available 
by direct observation and practice for 
vears, has no legitimate basis. The human 
body is a unit. It is likely to be affected 
in many of its organs and functions at the 
same time. A general morbid process 
with some local disease often occurring to- 
gether. <A variety of faetors are to be con 
sidered and understood to treat properly 
what may appear to be a local disease only. 
Not to know these predisposing and general 
conditions is to be disqualified as a spe- 
cialist. 


This is not deerying legitimate special- 
ism. There is rational ground for a physi- 
cian limiting his practice to surgery or any 
kind of operative work where skill so large- 
ly depends upon manipulation perfected by 
practice. Beyond surgery and the sur- 
gical specialties, a physician well grounded 
in general knowledge may properly choose 
to limit his work to special departments of 
medical practice, although these medical 
specialties are in the nature of the case 
less called for than the surgical, and in 
their practice it is all the more required 
that the specialist keep well up in general 
medicine. A broad knowledge and lim- 
ited work, if you please, but never special 
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practice on knowledge limited to the parts 
treated. 

Another evil of our time calling for loud 
protest is the multiplication of medical 
schools and a shocking scramble and bid 
ding for students in some of them. These 
little schools cannot be well equipped to do 
the thorough work now required for quali- 
fied physicians. We can see no good rea- 
son for such movements. In seeking for 
reasons we cannot avoid suspecting sinister 
motives. It is often openly said, we fear 
with too much truth, that the promoters of 
some of these organizations aim to use the 
school as a means of advertising themselves. 
Think of the influence of a school where 
the professors are of that stripe? 

How are the students living in such foul 
atmosphere to breathe in the true profes- 
onal spirit? Can they avoid being largely 
infected with the mercenary motives? This 
is the saddest and worst feature of this mis- 
erable business. The streams that flow 
from these corrupt fountains will seriously 
affect our ranks. Will the sewerage be 
disinfected when it flows out in the broad 
current of professional life? Yes, we be- 
lieve it will, largely. But how much wiser 
to keep the fountains pure. Shades of 
Hippocrites may we not be delivered from 
this degradation! 

The most characteristic feature of med- 
ical thought and activity of recent years is 
the prevalence of the scientifie method of 
investigation. Formerly, various schools 
and systems flourished founded more on 
speculation than observation of facts. Va- 
rious theories were advanced and valiantly 
maintained by their advocates, which in 
turn gave way to other doctrines. Indi- 
viduals exploited their own tenets and pa- 
raded their hobbies far more than now. As 
science advances there is less and less 
ground for speculative systems or d' verging 
schools of medicine. 

Fifty years and more ago Homeopathy 
flourished and the doctrines of Hahnemann 
were accepted by large numbers of medical 
men. Hahnemann proclaimed the doctrine 
of Similia Similibus Curantur as na*ure’s 
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law of Cure—the only law of cure. Now 
the doctrine of Similia is not held as an ex- 
elusive law of cure by the homeopathists 
themselves. It is no more than a sugges- 
tion that may assist in the selection of reme- 
dies to meet certain symptoms. The other 
distinguishing feature of homeopathy was 
the use of doses infinitely small. So small 
for example that if one drop of a saturated 
tincture were mixed directly with the 
waters of the Atlantic ocean it would still 
not begin to reach the prescribed dilution. 
This has now ceased to be the practice of 
homeopathists to any extent. Hahnemann- 
ism has passed. Homeopathy is off its 
original base. It is drifting; with increas- 
ing inclination to the main current of scien- 
tific medicine. 


Eelecticism is another side current in 
medicine. It arose as a protest against 
the heroic treatment in vogue years ago, 
particularly the excessive use of mercury 
and other minerals. These were excluded 
from its armamentarum medicorum. It 
is not exelusive now, and there is no basis 
for a separate name and organization. In 
both of these schools of medicine the text 
books of regular authors are used almost 
entirely. In practice they often use cer- 
tain remedies not commonly preseribed by 
regular doctors. But these details should 
not debar them from fraternity with us. 
The profession is liberal. No man _ is 
called to account for the remedies he may 
use. There is no censorship of practice 
amongst us. That which we insist upon is 
simply that a medical man should know his 
business and be honest. These schools are 
both now doing more and better work in 
medical teaching in the sciences which 
form the basis of legitimate medicine. All 
that is now required to complete fraternity 
is for them to haul down their sectarian 
flags and sail under the single banner of 
“Physicians.” This is not easy for them to 
do. Pride stands in the way. Also some 
vested interests. Some distinctive names 
‘arved on entrances to certain colleges and 
hospitals. But there is no other strictly 
honest or logical procedure for them. 








een’ cet 

















Ee 


. 


STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 7 


The Homeopathists have already taken 
in their signs. When I began practice, 
nearly all doctors of that had 
“ILomeopathist” appended to their names 
on the office sign. Now they are not seen. 
It is simply “Dr. Smith.” 
sons exist for removing the name elsewhere 
and everywhere. We hope they will see 
and abandon their inconsistent position and 
come into the common fold. We need all 
true and qualified men to stand together to 
fight the sharks. 

Now let us notice briefly the small fry 
who practice outside all recognized schools 
of medicine. They are in very shallow 
water, whirling round in little eddies near 
the banks of the stream and some in dirty 
pools of stagnant water—the habitat of 
wiggle-tails. Were we considering the 
subject this evening from the scientific 
standpoint, we should give no consideration 
to the various fads in practice which are 
constantly coming 


school 


The same rea 


to notice and after a 
Were it 
not for the serious consequences of trifling 
with health and life they would not furnish 
oceasion for remark. 


brief time passing out of sight. 


But these epidemic delusions and frauds 
fleece and cripple many people whose 
health is their capital. With health and 
means gone, they are stranded. Unfortu- 
nately we have no laws adequate to sup- 
press fakirs and impostors in their nefarious 
depredations. The masses of the people 
are ignorant and easily deceived in regard 
to the nature of disease and means of cure. 
What they want is relief, no matter from 
what source it may come. They submit to 
those who pretend most and promise most. 
There is no field s: vich for the impostor as 
this people, taken in by extravagant pre 
tentions and the most positive promises of 
cure, with all the wiles and tricks for im- 
pressing and deceiving their victims so well 
known and skillfully plied by the whole 
tribe of quacks. 

The credulity of the publie in these mat- 
ters is amazing. It does seem to be true 
as Barnum said that the American people 
like to be humbugged. Many people do 


not stop to investigate the claims of those 
soliciting their patronage when sick. In 
the first place they seem not to have ob- 
served that the honest, competent physi- 
cian never solicits patronage. 


That is a mark that distinguishes the 
sheep from the goats. Then they do not 
hear in mind the long years of study that 
are required for a qualified physician, also 
the education necessary to fit him to begin 
the study of medicine. To the unthinking, 
a person spending four months at a school 
of osteopathy is as well qualified to treat 
them as one, wore intelligent to begin with, 
who spends four years in the study of scien- 
tific medicine. Their impressions of medi- 
cine are formed from the reading of ciren- 
lars, booklets or journals adertising their 
particular methods of treatment and parad- 
ing their cures. These find it desirable to 
make a show of learning and explain to the 
dear reader their new and wonderful treat- 








ment—always using the verbiage of pro- 
fundity—appealing to the sense of the 


mysterious—a pervading feeling amongst 
unintelligent people respecting medicine 
and modes of curing disease. ‘There must 
be somthing profound and wonderful or 
they will not take the bait. Hence they 
are impressed with the trick of the diseov- 
ery and replacing of dislocated bones and 
tendons in various parts of the body. This 
satisfies them that the hidden cause of their 
troubles has been found and remedied and 
prepares their agitated minds and jerky 
nerves for the soothing rubbings of slick 
fingered manipulators. Did time permit I 
would be glad to give some extracts from a 
hook of lectures on the principles of osteo- 
pathy published a year ago at Kirksville, 
Mos., prepared for the disciples only, which 
{ have recently read. The lectures are a 
meve jumble of words without logic, system 
or facts. There is utter ignorance of the 
diseases mentioned. Causes of disease of 
various organs as the heart and lungs are 
found in supposed dislocations of ribs, 
vertebrae, ete. Much stress is placed on 
injuries to ascertain “centers’—-which are 
stated as net anatomic or physiologic nerve 
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Points 
where it is claimed punching and manipu 
lation will cure the disease by removing 
the causes of well known diseases both or- 
ganic and functional. 


é 


centers, but “osteopathic centers.” 


The “advantages” of these schools of 
osteopathy are widely advertised, appealing 
strongly to the unemployed. By taking a 
course of a few months they are assured of 
a lucrative practice at once. The lectures 
may be taken by paying a small part in ad- 
vance and the student giving a note for the 
remainder to be paid from the first fruits of 
their work after being turned loose on the 
public. But some one may say: “I 
was cured and I know of others 
benefited by their treatment.” O yes; peo- 
ple get well often under any scheme of 
cure. Nature is good. Besides there is 
benefit in massage in certain cases as all 
physicians know. But.as that is so gen- 
erally known and practiced by others it will 
not be considered by the laity as anything 
remarkable. So plain honest massage will 
not answer their purposes. The system 
emanating from the great ‘Missouri Still 
like all others of his class, must have some- 
thing oceult about it to catch the unwary. 
So the hocuspocus reducing dislocated joint 
is invented to satisfy the desire for some- 
thing new and wonderful. 

There is another current claiming celes- 
tial origin that sweeps through the upper 
deep all the way from Beacon Hill. The 
shining star of the new light from Bos- 
ton is a fair weman. She radiates from 
an atmosphere of culture with a halo 
of the supernatural about her. She ap- 
peals to the sentimental and the visionary 
of her sex, and the sterner sex are some- 
times enchanted by her mystic spell. By 
a strange misnomer this system of cure is 
called Christian Science. It would be an 
easy matter to show from Mrs. Eddy’s book 
that her teachings are not christian but un- 
christian—degrading Christ. And as for 
science there is not a suggestion of the 
scientific spirit or method in it, although 
she pays a glowing tribute to the progress 
of science. It is silly to apply the term 


Science to the vagaries of Mrs. Eddy. All 


sorts of fancies are strung upon the one 
truth, that the mind has influence on the 
body and that in some functional diseases, 
mental states may help the case. But what 
has that to do with the destructive work of 
the tubercular bacillus, or the onward 
course of typhoid fever. To exalt one truth 
above all others or to deny demonstrated 
facts, is trifling with reason and nature. To 
do so shows a prejudiced and 
mind incapable of sound judgment on any 
matter pertaining to the monomania. But 
says one: Christian Scientists belong to the 
educated and higher classes. O yes! high 
in the air. Mrs. Eddy lifted from earth 
by transcendental vapors, blown and tossed 
by the upper currents of etherial specula- 
ition goes ballooning in the sky. We leave 
her there. “To the solid ground of nature 
trusts the mind that builds for ave.” 


perverted 


Now we leave the isms, fads and frauds 
and touch upon some points pertaining to 
progress of medicine; a 
view. 


more agreeable 
First, as to medical education. The 
requirements for graduation in medicine 
are at least double what they were twenty 
years ago. Then most schools required but 
two years of study with attendance at two 
courses of lectures of five or six months 
duration. Now four years are required 
with an average of eight months each. 

We Illinoisans may well felicitate our- 
selves on this grand advance movement be- 
cause the Illinois State Board of Health 
was mainly influential in bringing about 
these extended courses of instruction, by 
refusing to recognize the diplomas of col- 
leges whose standards were below that 
which was required of medical colleges in 
good standing. 

The profession of Ilinois during the re- 
cent session of the legislature has done good 
work in securing some advances in legisla- 
tion in regard to the practice of medicine, 
which increases the powers of the State 
Board of Health and furnishes additional 
safe guards against fraudulent practices. 
The successful efforts of our committee on 
legislation with other medical friends de- 
serve our hearty thanks. 

We do not hope to suppress quackery, 
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but we may restrict its operations, make it 
more hazardous and put it more under the 
ban of disrepute. 

As to the advances in the science and 
practice we can here speak only in brief, 
merely naming a few instances. The great 
scourge of small pox has been banished en- 
tirely, where regulations have been strict, 
i. e. where vaccination and revaccination 
has been enforced as in the armies of 
Europe and America, and yet there is an 
insanity that raves against compulsory vac- 
cination. 

The researches in biology and bacteriol- 
ogy have added abundant valuable facts to 
our resources in combating disease and in 
preventing its spread.- For example; the 
prevalence and mortality from another 
wide spread destructive disease, tubereu- 
losis, have been decidedly diminished. 

The mortality of diseases of infants 
twenty-five years ago was very great. About 
fifty per cent. of all born, died before they 
were five years old. Now it would be safe 
to say the mortality is reduced to twenty- 
five per cent. 

The terrible scourge of diphtheria has 
been shorn of half its horrors by a new and 
specific treatment, serum therapy, and this 
has been accomplished in the last five years, 
but the greatest honor and credit is due the 
profession for their unceasing activity in 
advancing knowledge of means for the pre- 
vention of disease. As a result of which 
knowledge, the average of human life in 
civilized countries has been extended fully 
ten year. 


STOMATITIS MATERNA. 





BY JACOB SCHNECK, M. D., MT. CARMEL. 


Nursing sore mouth has been one of the 
most constant, as well as one of the most 
obstinate, forms of disease with which I 
have had to contend in the practice of med- 
icine. This has been especially surprising 
to me, because many of our leading text- 
books are entirely silent on the subject, or 
refer to it in the most accidental way. I 


have examined several hundred volumes of 
the most reliable text-books and periodicals 
that have been published during the last 
thirty-five years, and find this ailment re- 
ferred to and described as a separate disease 
by only a few authors. G. B. Wood, (Prac- 
tice of Medicine, Vol. 1, p. 612, 1866), W. 
Il. Byford, (Diseases of Women, p. 599, 
1867), N. S. Davis, (Practice of Medicine, 
p. 496, 1884), and C. B. Johnson, (Trans- 
actions of the Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety, p. 290, 1894), are the most import- 
ant. From these sources I learn that this 
disease was first defined and described by 
Dr. E. Hale in 1830 in the Transactions of 
the Massachusetts State Medical Society; 
that about 1853, Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., gave 
the name “Stomatitis Materna” to this dis- 
ease in an article in the Buffalo Medical 
and Surgical Journal; that for a period of 
about thirty-five years from the publication 
of Dr. Hale’s article the periodical litera- 
ture contained occasional reports on this 
subject, mostly by Western men and that 
very few of the text-books of this period 
make any mention of it. During the past 
thirty-five years the subject has almost dis- 
appeared from the current medical litera- 
ture of the day, the principal exceptions 
being the four articles mentioned above. 


The disease is most common during the 
nursing pericd, but often occurs in the preg- 
nant condition; and some women, even 
among those who never were pregnant, suf- 
fer from slight attacks during the menstrual 
period. It may make its first appearance 
in a patient during the pregnant condition, 
or not until after she has begun to nurse 
her child. It may continue for many 
months after the child has been weaned. 
The immediate cause of the disease in the 
majority of cases is maternity; while the 
predisposing and contributing causes do not 
appear to be definitely settled. But any- 
thing which exhausts the physical forces, 
as grief, great anxiety, long continued over- 
work, sadness, excessive sexual intercourse, 
malaria, climate, filthy surroundings, all 
tend to the production of the disease. The 
principal predisposing causes are angemia, 
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neurasthenia, heredity and nationality. No 
one of the above conditions is adequate to 
produce the disease; it requires a combina- 
tion, several or all of them. Anaemia alone 
cannot be a cause, as it often occurs in large 
rosy-cheeked, plethoric women; but usually 
in time they became anemic from the de- 
pressing effects of the disease. 

Nationality does not appear to have any 
important influence. My patients may be 
divided into three classes in this regard, (a) 
German and English women of foreign 
birth; (b) their daughters who were born 
in this country; (c) women whose ancestors 
have lived in America for several genera- 
tions. ‘These three classes have been about 
equal in numbers among my patients and | 
have found them equally subject to the ail- 
ment. 

Heredity appears to have considerable in- 
fluence. It has not been uncommon to see 
several members of the same family suffer- 
ing from this disease: as two sisters, the 
mother and a daughter, and in one instance 
the mother and her three daughters. 

Neurasthenia is an important predispos- 
ing cause. Many of my patients have been 
of this type. Malaria has not been a com- 
mon complication or cause, although we 
usually have malaria at all seasons of the 
year. Climate appears to be a very im- 
portant factor in the causation. I am led 
to this conclusion from the fact that this 
disease is so seldom mentioned by medical 
authors, who practice in the Eastern states. 
The majority of physicians who have writ- 
ten on this subject of recent years have been 
practitioners in the middle and central 
states, while the physicians residing in the 
Eastern states, and who have written the 
bulk of our text-books, appear to know 
very little about this disease as an entity 
from personal experience. Wood’s article 
in his work on practice, is compiled largely 
from articles written by Western men. The 
physical elements of climate which are of 
greatest importance, in regard to the health 
of human beings are humidity, heat and 
variety. The high range of temperature to 
which the human body may easily become 
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accustomed is surprisingly great; provided, 
it is often interrupted and not accompanied 
by excessive humidity. It is the continu- 
ous high temperature which most rapidly 
exhausts the human system. When to sea- 
sons of uninterrupted high temperature is 
added great humidity, we have just those 
conditions which render a locality the most 
exhausting and uninhabitable. Heat be- 
comes important as a‘ factor in the causa- 
tion of disease only when accompanied by . 
excessive humidity. The hotter the air, the 
more moisture it will hold. 

Excessive moisture in the atmosphere re- 
tards perspiration and favors exudation 
through the mucous membrane of the ali- 
mentary tract. This, in combination with 
enforced diminution of exercise forms a 
double cause of physiological disturbance. 
The blood is not properly purified, and sep- 
ticeemia and spanzemia ensue. Add to these 
conditions a rich loamy soil, and the conse- 
quent rank vegetation, and we are sure to 
have a third element evolved—miasm. 

Travelers in Africa, after ample experi- 
ence, formulated these facts by saying: 
“Where there is water and something can 
grow, there the climate is murderous; where 
the climate is healthful, there is no water, 
and nothing can grow.” In the central and 
southern portions of the Mississippi Valley 
and its tributaries, we have all these condi- 
tions to contend with, especially along the 
river courses: (1) A low altitude; the ma- 
jority of our river beds are less than five 
hundred feet above sea level. (2) During 
the summer season long periods of continu- 
ous high temperature, both day and night, 
the greater portion of this immense region 
is too far north to feel the influence of the 
gulf breeze, and too far south to be bene- 
fited by the cool winds from the lake 
regions. (3) A high degree of moisture 
in the atmosphere; the majority of our rains 
in summer are followed by a hot sultry at- 
mosphere. (4) A remarkable abundance of 
luxuriant vegetation. After more than 
thirty years of careful study of the flora 
of the Mississippi Valley, I am impressed 
with the fact that for luxuriance of growth, 
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abundance of species and profusion of in- 
dividuals, this flora has no equal on the 
North American continent. This abund- 
ance and luxuriance is due to the favorable 
climatic conditions mentioned above and to 
the nature of the soil. The soil also is made 
up largely from the deposits left by the an- 
nual inundations along our river courses, 
producing a loamy soil rich in vegetable 
mould. ‘These conditions induce our prin- 
cipal forms of ailments, malaria and dis- 
eases of the mucous membranes of the ali- 
mentary canal and of the lungs. Author- 
ities on climatology and demography are 
unanimous in the belief that in regions 
where there is the greatest rainfall, there 
acclimatization is the most difficult, because 
of the great prevalence of malaria and dis- 
eases of the digestive organs, lungs and kid- 
neys; especially the catarrhal forms. 

I find the following under the heading 
“Aphthous Stomatitis” on page 324, Vol. 
11, Pepper’s System of Medicine: “Ex- 
cessive humidity of the atmosphere is as- 
signed as a prominent exciting cause of the 
disease in some countries. This is especially 
the case in Holland, where it often exists 
epidemically. The confluent form at these 
times is said to attack parturient woman 
principally (Kestler). Inundations, not only 
in Holland, but in Hayti, Porto Rico and 
in the United States, are sometimes fol- 
lowed by an epidemic of aphthous stom- 
atitis. It is believed that the emanations 
from decaying animal and vegetable mat- 
ters, left ashore on the reflux of the waters, 
produces the morbid conditions, which con- 
stitute the predisposing causes under such 
circumstances.” 

The disease is usually accompanied by 
uterine ailments of a more or less severe 
character which may in some instances have 
a causative relation. 

Stomatitis materna is an affection of the 
mucous membrane of the digestive and re- 
spiratory organs. The free discharge from 
these surfaces-induces the emaciation and 
depression. In my experience I have found 
that the disease is more likely to oceur in 
primiparee; that is, a woman who has suf- 
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fered from this disease during her first 


* maternity period occasionally escapes it in 


‘her future child bearings, but in the major- 
ity of instances it returns with each sueceed- 
ing pregnancy often in the first month, and 
it may be the first sign by which she is 
warned of her pregnant condition. On the 
other hand, if it does not occur during the 
first maternity period, it seldom is present 

The age 
of the person at the time of her first preg- 
naney has little if any causative influence. 

Previous good health is no guarantee 
against this disease. Many of my cases 
have been in persons who were. rugged 
women previous to marriage. It occurs 
fully as often in those who are inured to 
hard work, as in those who have been 
brought up in the school room during most 
of their girl-hood days, or have otherwise 
done little or no manual labor. 

The sympton which almost invariably an- 
nounces the onset of the disease is a raw 
burning sensation at the margin of the 
tongue. In some instances this is so severe 
that the patient has a constant dread of eat- 
ing; even air if forcibly drawn through the 
mouth, makes the tongue feel as if it were 
on fire. Victuals and even fresh water cause 
a hot burning sensation in the mouth, and 
especially on the tongue when the disease 
is well advanced. With this condition there 
is free discharge of a thick, watery saliva. 
Later, the whole mouth feels raw and burns 
when food or drink is taken. 


in subsequent similar conditions. 


An examination shows the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth to be a bright red color 
and the edge of the tongue, at the sides 
deeply fissured. The rhagades run parallel 
with each other and across the edge of the 
tongue, or in the direction from the floor 
to the roof of the mouth. 

Frequently there are also found numer- 
ous rodent ulcers,especially on the inside of 
the lips and cheeks; and occasionally on the 
tongue. On examining the tongue closely 
with a magnifying glass it is found to be 
smooth, the papille prominent and unusu- 
ally red. In places the tongue will appear 
to be denuded of epithelium, especially at 
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the tip and along the edges. In some in- 
stances the whole mucous membrane of the 
mouth, nose, throat and even the Eus- 
tachian tubes and middle ears become seri- 
ously involved. The tonsils and salivary 
glands become tender and swollen. 

This condition continues as long as the 
disease lasts, being at times better, then 
worse; occasionally almost disappearing for 
a few days to return with greater severity. 
If not controlled, the soreness and burning 
sensation extend to the throat and Inngs. 
The pain is always increased by food and 
drink, so much so that they are often not 
taken until driven to it by hunger or thirst. 
In many instances after this condition has 
continued for a variable time, the disease 
extends to the mucous membrane of the 
stomach and intestines, and diarrheea fol- 
lows. The discharges consist principally of 
a foamy liquid material and unassimilated 
focd. In this stage of the disease, the 
diarrhoea is often uncontrolable, frequent 
evacuations continue to occur even while 
full doses of opium and astringents are be- 
ing administered. 

In other instances, especially where there 
is a predisposition to lung diseases, phar- 
yngitis, laryngitis, bronchitis and finally 
pulmonary tuberculosis may be developed. 

The treatment must necessarily be pal- 
liative and radical. Many cases can be held 
in abeyance, if not cured, by the faithful 
use of tonics and mouth-washes. Of tonics, 
strychnia, quinine, cod-liver oil, and the 
hypophosphites stand at the head of the list, 
and in the order named, in my experience. 
The mouth-washes are of little permanent 
value and should be of a mild soothing na- 
ture. Chlorate potash, carbolic acid and 
the vegetable astringents, as tannic acid, 
‘atechu, hydrastis, ete., in non-irritating 
quantities are the best. The ulcers are best 
treated by a local application of sulphate 
of copper, or better, exsiccated alum. 


From what has been said above as to the 
climatic cause of the disease a change of 
climate should be an important remedy, and 
such it undoubtedly is. I have known the 
disease to be entirely checked by a change 


of a few hundred miles. If the disease ex- 
ists during pregnancy and all these remedies 
have failed and the mother’s strength is 
constantly growing less, then it becomes our 
duty to institute a more radical treatment, 
and terminate pregnancy artificially, and 
this should be done before the mother’s 
strength has been too much reduced to en- 
dure the ordeal of artificial labor. This 
measure is especially urgent when there is 
an unusual amount of distention of the ab- 
domen, due to dropsy of the amnion—not 
an uncommon complication. 

If the disease oceurs after accouchement, 
and cannot be controlled by careful, per- 
sistent treatment, the child must be weaned, 
before irreparable damage has been done to 
the mother’s health. Milk, eggs and the 
meat soups and extracts are the best articles 
of diet and are better borne than starchy 
and other vegetable foods. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, Sr., gives the best clini- 
cal description of the disease that I have 
found. He believes the disease results from 
the abstraction from the mother’s system 
during lactation and pregnancy, of the 
phosphatie compounds and the chloride 
salts. As a result of this conclusion, he 
strongly recommends the syrup of the 
hyphosphites or the lacto-phosphate of cal- 
cium and chlorate of potassium. 





A NEWER PATHOLOGY OF EPIL- 
EPSY. 





BY DANIEL R. BROWER, A. M., M. D., LL. D. 
Professor of Mental Diseases, Materia, Medica 
and Therapeutics, Rush Medical College; 
Professor of Nervous Diseases, North- 
western University Woman’s Medi- 
cal School, Chicago. 





Epilepsy a disease known and easily re- 
cognized since the most ancient times by its 
clinical history, is yet but little understood. 
Its etiology, pathology and treatment are 
far from being settled. An early theory 
of pathogenesis was the medullary, pro- 
posed by Marshail Hall and elaborated by 
Schroeder Van der Kolk, who defined epil- 
epsy as a disease characterized by a heredi- 


»- 
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tary, congenital or acquired exaggeration of 
the reflex activities of the medulla oblon- 
gata. ‘This theory serves to account very 
well for all the manifestations of the epil- 
eptic attack, except the psychical. But this 
theory since the marvelous development of 
cerebral localization has given place to the 
cortical theory first proposed by Hughlings 
Jackson (1863). This leaves none of the 
epileptic symptoms unexplained and yet no 
one can doubt the participation of the lower 
centers in the explosive phenomena; and 
further, no one can question that lesions of 
the medulla alone may produce convulsions. 
But the ordinary idiopahtie epileptic phe- 
nomena with the aura, the loss of conscious- 
ness, the emotional and intellectual, the 
motor and the sensory manifestations, all 
point to the cortex as the seat of the begin- 
ning of the attack, and the explosion that 
here takes place soon gives rise to others 
in the lower centers. 
of these cases consists in degeneration of 
the cortical neurons, cell, corpus and axons. 
an increase in the neuroglia, varicose and 
fusiform dilations of the vessels. The great 
question to be determined is what is the 
cause of these explosive manifestations? Dr. 
Ilaig, who demonstrated that the elimina- 
tion of uric acid was greatly diminished just 
before the paroxysm, and that after the con- 
vulsion the amount of uric acid thrown off 
was very great, reached the conclusion that 
epileptic seizures were due to the retention 
of une acid in the blood, and that measures 
which would diminish the production of 
uric acid and promote its elimination should 
be curative in their results. But unfortu- 
nately clinical experience does not coincide 
with the theory. So that while the theory 
is based on facts, yet the relation of uric 
acid to the attacks is by no means so simple 
a matter. <A flood of light has recently 
been thrown upon the question by one of 
Russia’s profound medical students, Dr. N. 
Krainsky, of Chareow('). He has con- 
firmed Dr. Haig’s observations as to 
the relation of urie acid elimination 
to the seizures. He asserts with emphasis 


The morbid anatomy 








1 The Alienist and Neurologist, October, 1896. 


the “occurrence of a seizure without a dim- 
inution of uric acid is impossible. Epileptic 
seizures will not occur when 0.6 to 0.8 
grms. of uric acid are excreted daily. If 
the daily quantity of uric acid excreted fall 
below 0.45, or especially below 0.35 grms., 
a seizure is usually to be expected with cer- 
tainty on the third day. Epilepsy is there- 
fore to be considered not as a purely ner- 
vous disease, but as an anomaly of metabol- 
ism which has its basis in a contamination 
of the organism by a product of metamor- 
phosis.”” The seizure must be regarded as 
a means of self-protection of the organism 
against the abnormal reaction, which other- 
wise would lead to its destruction. Dr. 
Krainsky by a series of experiments demon- 
strated that epilepsy is an intoxication, and 
that the poison is in the blood. By in- 
jecting blood drawn from a patient in the 
status epilepticus into a rabbit he produced 
violent epileptic seizures two to three min- 
utes later. Blood drawn from the same 
patient after the seizure injected into the 
rabbit produced no effect. The quantity 
of blood necessary to produce the seizures in 
the rabbit was exceedingly small, 1 to 3 c. 
c., demonstrating the virulency of the 
poison. These results were verified by num- 
erous experiments. He then proceeded to 
determine what this toxic agent was. While 
satisfied that it was not uric acid, he reached 
the conclusion that it was closely related to 
it, and by very ingenious argument and ex- 
periments demonstrated that it was car- 
bamate of ammonium. Carbamiec acid, 
CON HO H being carbonic acid in which 
N TH? takes the place of O H, and is an in- 
termediate albumin metamor- 
phosis. That the nature of epilepsy consists 
in the periodical formation of carbamate of 
ammonium in the organism, which pro- 
duces the seizures and is decomposed into 
urea and IV’O during them, so the great 
problem is to determine the cause and place 
of origin of this abnormal metamorphosis. 
Ile explains the benefits of the bromides of 
potassium and sodium not only by their 
sedative effects upon the nervous system, 
but by the ease with which they decompose 


stage of 
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the carbamate of ammonium, forming am- 
monium bromide and the carbamate of 
potassium, or sodium, salts which are harm- 
less. The difficulty in curing by the bro- 
mides arises from the fact that they have 
no direct effect upon the abnormal meta 
bolism, but simply serve to neutralize the 
poison produced, and quiet the nervous cen- 
ters. The carbamate of ammonium, the of 
fending material, being a product of abnor- 
mal nitrogenous metamorphoses, and being 
transformed into urea or urie acid, will 
serve to emphasize the dietetic treatment 
of epilepsy, and make manifest the neces- 
sity of the least amount of nitrogenous food 
consistent with the vital processes, and of 
the cutting off of sugar in order that the 
nitrogenous metabolism may be more per- 
fect. The condition of the digestive canal 
should always be inquired into and purga- 
tion and gastro-intestinal antiseptics used 
from time to time. Systematic muscular 
training by equalizing the circulation and 
stimulating tissue metamorphosis in gen- 
eral must not be overlooked. In the use of 
bromides we should always avoid pushing 
the remedies to a possible mental deteriora- 
tion, remembering that an occasional epil- 
eptic explosion which readjusts metabolism 
and is much to be preferred to the mental 
and physical damage done by too large 
doses of sedatives. 


Of the soft pastes, the one that has en- 
joyed the best reputation is that first pre- 
scribed by Oscar Lassar, and named after 
him. 

It consists of 





rR Acidi salicylici 2.00 
Zinei oxidi 20.00 
Amyli 20.00 
Vaselin 20.00 
Lanolini anhydr 20.00 


Misce. Leniter lerenda fiat pasta. 
This exceedingly useful therapeutical 
preparation is of extensive applicability, 
notably in the different forms of eczema. 
It is applied like an ointment, spread on 
the skin, leaving a coating on it and absorb- 

ing secretion instead of sealing it up. 
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FIRST DAY——MORNING SESSION. 





The Association met in the Cairo Opera 
House, and was called to order by the Pres- 
ident, Dr. T. J. Pitner, of Jacksonville, at 
10 A. M. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. George 
Peabody Hoster, of Cairo. 

At the conclusion of the Prayer, Presi- 
dent Pitner introduced the Hon. N. B. 
Thistlewood, Mayor of Cairo, who deliv- 
ered the following: 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

Mr. President and Members of the Illi- 
nois State Medical Society: It is my pleas- 
ure, on behalf of the people of Cairo, to 
bid you welcome to our midst. I was one 
of the committee that attended your meet- 
ing at Galesburg last year, and I was one 
of the number of friends of Cairo to ask 
you to meet in this city, telling you that I 
believed you would meet with a hospita- 
ble people; and that when you should go 
away, you would feel better for having met 
I felt we would be highly 
honored by having such a representative 
body of men of the medical profession meet 
in our city, men who stand as high as the 
members of any profession in the world. I 
am not going to say that you are better 
than the physicians of Cairo, but if you are 
just as good as our doctors, you are ger- 
tainly an excellent body of men. 

You meet annually to exchange ideas. I 
believe these conventions are very useful to 
you, and to the physicians of the State of 
I}lojs. 

The City of Cairo is not old. We have 
not got a great deal of park. A little less 
than fifty years ago, practically, the foun- 
dation of the city was laid. At that time 
there was no levee here, and the people 


these people. 
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were driven out every spring by the high 
waters that flooded this point. When the 
Illinois Central built its railroad here, the 
levee system was completed, since which 
time this city has been gradually advancing 
to the front. We have here two mighty 
rivers, which drain twenty-seven States 
_and Territories, and we are living in a 
‘region of country which produces enough 
bread stuff to feed the world. ‘The soil is 


rich. We have got manufacturing indus 
tries; we have lumber interests here that 


are perhaps second to none anywhere in 
this Western country. The lumber is gath- 
ered from points down the river, is carried 
in some cases more than two hundred miles 
by rail, loaded onto steamboats, and goes to 
Europe, to our Eastern States, to the North 
and Northwest. As a grain center we do 
an immense business. We have something 
else here. We have, I believe, the best 
water in the world, and that is saying a 
good deal. We have Artesian water which 
is just as good as you can obtain anywhere. 
It is a fine sparkling, healthfu! water, and 
obtained at a depth of nearly eight hundred 
feet. . 

We are glad you have come here. We 
hope you will mingle with our people and 
become ac«.iainted with them. They are 
anxious to become acquainted with 
They will be benefited by your coming 
here, and you will feel stronger and bet- 
ter when you shall have returned to your 
It seems to me that i 


you. 


when i re 
main at home, I fall into a rut, and when I 
go away from home and mingle with others, 
it helps me to get out of this rut. I do 
not say that any of you are in that condi- 
tion, but it is a condition I have found my- 
self in many a time, and I have always felt 
better when I have gone away from home 
and mingled with others. I have felt re 
freshed after having returned home. 


homes. 


I did not expect to make a speech when 
I began, but simply to address to you a 
few words of welcome. I simply wish to 
say we will treat you the best we know how. 
If there is anything you feel that should 
be yours, ask for it, and you can have it. 
We want you to have the best there is in 


the city; we want this to be the most suc- 
cessful meeting you have ever had. We 
want. you, when you shall return to your 
homes, to feel that you have learned much 
from mingling with one another, and ex- 
changing ideas. Gentlemen, I extend to 
you a hearty and cordial welcome to the 
City of Cairo. (Applause.) 
RESPONSE TO THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

President Pitner: We thank you heart- 
ily for your words of kindness and consid- 
eration respecting our profession. - We felt 
that when your Committee met us at Gales- 
burg, that a cordial welcome was assured to 
us, and from the beginning, upon arriving 
in this city, we are now reassured of it from 
what we see and what In the 
first place, we are most favorably impressed 
with this delightful auditorium, which you 
have selected for the accommodation of 
our meeting, and for what you have pro- 
vided for us this evening and tomorrow“ 
evening. We believe that we shall be un- 
usually well received and entertained, and 
for this most cordial welcome you have our 
heartiest thanks. We shall remember it 
always. We are glad to meet in this city, 
a city that has carved a fortune, and has 
laid the foundation for a brilliant suecess in 
the future under the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. We remember a little of your 
history. General Grant held the Fort here 
against all odds, and to the end. You have 
taken up the same spirit, courage and en- 
terprise, and have maintained it against 
the opposing forces ever since, until you 
have builded solidly. We are glad to see 
these evidences of enterprise, and wish you 
continued We shall remember 
vour cordial and frank weleome to our So- 
ciety. (Applause.) 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, THE 


you 


say. 


success. 


PRESIDENT, EX-OFFICIO CHAIRMAN. 

President Pitner made the following re- 
port of this Committee: 

The Executive Committee met Oct. 14, 
1898, at the Great Northern Hotel, Chi- 
All members present except Chair- 
man of Section 2. The usual order of ex- 
ercises was adopted. Section 1 coming on 
first day. The time usually given Section 


ag 
cago. 
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2 was extended, taking all of Wednesday, 
and until J1 A. M., Thursday. 

The Committee was requested by the 
Chairman of one of the Sections to arrange 
for separate sessions at the same time, but 
decided it best not to do this in view of pre- 
vious unsatisfactory experience with this 
plan. 

The Local Committee ef Arrangements 
was authorized to send out with their in- 
Vitations 8,000 preliminary programs. 

T. J. Pitner, 
Chairman. 

On motion, the report was adopted. 

The President: The next thing in order 
is the report of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments. 

The report of tnis Committee was read 
as follows by Dr. J. C. Sullivan: 

Mr. President and Members of Illinois 

potate Medical Society: To fulfill the prom- 

ise made this society by the Committee of 
Invitation at Galesburg last May, they have 
joined your Committee of Arrangements, 
and with the assistance of members of the 
Board of Trade, have left nothing undone 
to render your welcome the most cordial, 
your stay the most profitable and pleasant 
that our united efforts could procure. 

The use of this Opera House was donated 
the society by Capt. W. P. Halliday. 

The exhibition hall was planned by Mr. 
P.W. Barclay and is so arranged that every 
one must pass through it in order to enter 
the Auditorium, thus giving the exhibitors 
the best possible advantage fer displaying 
their goods that they have ever enjoyed. 

The artistic silver mounting on the gavel 
was done by Mr. John A. Miller, one of 
our leading jewelers,-and is presented with 
his compliments to this society. 

Dr. W. F. Grinstead, our local and as- 
sistant secretary, sent between Feb. 15 and 
March 1 7,000 circular letters and prelim- 
inary programs to every regular physician 
in this State. 

On April 10 he sent a most cordial invi- 
tation to every member of the South East- 
ern Missouri District Medical Society and 
one each also to the members of the South 
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Western Kentucky Medical Society, to at- 
tend this meeting. 

On May 10 he sent 2,000 postal card no- 
tices to the Doctors residing in this State 
south of Springfield. Therefere, if the at- 
tendance is not up to our expectations and 
hopes, the fault is most assuredly not ours. 

This evening at 8:15 the citizens will 
give a welcome entertainment here by local 
talent. On tomorrow (Wednesday) from 
2 to 5 in the afternoon, there will be a 
steamboat excursion for visiting Ladies and 
Physicians viewing Bird’s Point, Mo., 
where General Grant had such a narrow 
escape from capture after the Battle of Bel- 
mont. Further south will be seen the vil- 
lage of Columbus, Ky., noted during the 
war of the Rebellion as the gateway be- 
tween the North and South. Thence up 
to the IL. C. great steel bridge, two miles in 
length, irrespective of its approaches, the 
second longest bridge in the world; thence 
to the gushing artesian well on to the farm 
of Capt. W. P. Halliday near the Cache 
Creek, the most tortuous stream in the 
world, being but 33 miles in a direct line 
from source to mouth while its meanderings 
measure 187 miles in length. 

In the evening at 7:30 sharp there will 
be a promenade concert in the parlors of the 
Halliday house, during which we _hope 
many new acquaintances will be formed 
and old ones renewed. Immediately after 
which a Banquet will be held to which all, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, whether physician 
or citizen, are most cordially invited. 

During your stay in our city you are 
most cordially invited to visit the Marine 
hospital, situated at the extreme western 
end of 11th Street on Cedar, also St. Mary’s 
infirmary, situated on Walnut St. between 
Cross and Center Sts., our Public Library, 
on Washington and 16th Sts., also our 
schools, especially our High School, in 
which we take particular pride, situated on 
Walnut and 24th Sts. The belt line of 
street cars pass near all of these, your badge 
is a passport and will admit you anywhere, 
whilst pledging to our citizens with this So- 
ciety’s endorsement that you are both a 
Physician and a Gentleman. 
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We will now hear the 


The President: 
report of the Committee on Registration, 
Dr. George N. Kreider, Chairman. 


Dr. Kreider: As usual, owing to ad- 
vanced registration, there is very little to 
report on this An unusually 
large number have registered in advance, 
some 260, and have thus lightened the bur- 
den of work of your Treasurer. It is need- 
less for me to u®ge upon the members in 
the future, for the benefit of that officer, 
that they register in advance, and enable 
him, ‘whoever he may be, to devote his time 
to the interests of the Society, which can- 
not be done without advanced registration. 


oceasion. 


In regard to dropping members, the 
Treasurer is required to report each year. 
I will say, that presuming this Society de- 
sires to keep every member that it is possi- 
ble to keep, on its books, I have taken the 
liberty of holding every man as long as I 
could, and only dropping him when he 
would not remain a member. I have there- 
fore trampled on the By-Laws to keep the 
membership up to the highest point. 
Several of our members were absent as sur- 
geons during the late war, and did not pay 
dues, so I took it upon myself to recommend 
the Secretary to send the Transactions to 
those members who were away from their 
regular duties, receiving a small remunera- 
tion in comparison with their usual in- 
comes. We decided to send these men the 
Transactions, although they did not pay 
their dues during the past year. 


I desire’ to ask a few minutes to present a 
matter which I think will be of interest to 
the Society, and which I desire to present 
at this time, and have it referred to a Com- 
mittee for further consideration, to report 
some time later in the course of the meet- 
ing. 


JOURNALIZING THE TRANSACTIONS, 


To increase the membership and extend 
the influence of this society until it shall 
reach every practitioner of medicine and 
through them every individual in the com- 
monwealth is doubtless the sincere wish of 
every person now holding allegiance to the 


organization. The desirability of making 
an effort in this direction has been most 
forcibly brought to my mind during the 
past year when, as a member of the legisla- 
tive committee, 1 saw more clearly than 
ever before the necessity of getting in touch 
with the profession and of obtaining their 
co-operation in securing legislation. Some 
of the most active workers in securing legis- 
lation have been gentlemen holding no 
membership in this or any other medical so- 


ciety. These gentlemen are not society 
men. They keep up with the profession 


by diligent reading or by taking post-grad- 
uate courses, but for some reason best 
known to themselves do not meet their fel- 
lows in meetings such as this. There should 
be some way, it seems to me, of getting hold 
of these workers and enlisting them in work 
which is designed to help not only our so- 
ciety but every practitioner of honest medi- 
cine of every sect and creed. In the past 
the society has called on these men when- 
ever it became necessary to secure legisla- 
tion. It seems to me they should be reached 
regularly and permanently and their ener- 
gies utilized for their and our benefit. Hav- 
ing seen the necessity for better organiza- 
tion of the profession, I conceived the idea, 
an outline of which I will briefly give. 


In the first place, I wish to disclaim any 
scheme. I have no ax to grind and in this 
matter propose to vigorously fight ax-grind- 
ing at the expense of the society. It seems 
to me that the changes proposed can be best 
carried out by the present officers of the so- 
ciety. The.idea of issuing the transactions 
of the society in journal form suggested it- 
self tome. I, of course, knew that our na- 
tional organization had adopted this means 
for a number of years and to its great ad- 
vantage, but did not know until informed 
by our secretary that the-Pennsylvania So- 
ciety had adopted the same idea, since 1897, 
to the great advantage of that organization. 
Dr. Weis sent me a copy of their publica- 
tion and I at once addressed to the editor, 
Dr. Koenig, of Pittsburg, some questions 
which he kindly answered in the personal 
letter which I now read. 
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March 16, 1899. 
Dr. George N. Kreider, 

Treasurer Illinois State Medical Society. 
Dear Doctor:— 

Your letter of the 13th inst. at hand. In 
reply to your request for information re- 

garding the conditions under which the 

Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania publishes its transactions in journal 
form, 1 would say as follows: 

For a long time the question of pub- 
lishing the transactions in journal form, 
was under discussion in our state society. 
For many years I had been publishing a 
medical journal, called the Pittsburg Med- 
ical Review. At the meeting of the med- 
ical society in Pittsburg, May, 1897, I of- 
fered to change the name of the Review to 
that of the Pennsylvania Medical Journal, 
and to publish under that name, the transac- 
tions of the ssctaty, having a membership 
at that time of 2 2,300 or 2,900 in its sub- 
sidiary county societies, for the sum of 
$200 per month, each member to receive a 
copy gratis. No advertisements of any pro- 
prietary medicines were to be published. 
This was in keeping with the record of the 
Review previously. The income for the 
advertising pages remained my personal 
property. At the end of the year I agreed 
to turn the Journal over to the society, on 
condition that the advertising pages be for- 
ever kept in the same ethical form. I am 
also in receipt of a salary of $150 per year, 
as chairman of the committee on publica- 
tion. At the end of the first year the Trus- 
tees preferred to continue the same arrange- 
ment, rather than take the responsibility of 
publishing the Journal themselves, and my 
contract was renewed. The membership 
having i increased considerably, I requested 
an increase of $50 per month, which was 
granted. The Journal was, however, also 
increased from 48 to 56 pages of reading 
matter. 

As to your special questions, I would 
say, that the journal takes the place of the 
bound volume; 2. As it goes gratis to about 
3,500 physicians in the state, it has but few 
additional subscribers, and as no patented 
or proprietary medicines are advertised, the 


advertising pages are necessarily also lim- 
ited. Both subscriptions and advertise- 
ments could probably be increased did I 
have time to give them attention; 3. My 
compensation, as already indicated, is repre- 
sented by the advertising pages, by the ex- 
tra subscriptions and by the salary of $150 
per year, over and above the $250 paid by 
the society monthly. 4. It is issued monthly 
and at the present time’ 4,100 copies are 
published. Of these I send over 100 to 
exchanges; 1 copy to the secretary of every 
State Medical Society in the U. 8., and an 
additional number to libraries, ete., with- 
out charge to the society; 5. A marked ed- 
itorial in the December number of the 
Journal, sent you under separate cover, will 
answer this question; 6. The cost of issuing 
the Journal, to the society per year for 
1898-99 is $3,000. About the same per 
“apita, as when the transactions were issued 
in the form of a bound volume. I believe 
I am justified in saying that the Journal is 
popular with a large majority of the mem- 
bers of the society. There are, however, a 
few who seem to miss the bound volume of 
transactions, probably because they were so 
handy to put into the bookcase, and thus in- 
crease the number of books on hand. I am 
of the opinion that the Journal will be con- 
tinued. 

This long letter is more of the nature 
of a personal communication, rather than 
for public reading; the facts it contains, 
however, you may make use of as you see 
fit. 

Yours truly, 
Adolph Koenig. 

Ty the editorial referred to Dr. Koenig 

says: In the beginning the experiment of 
issuing the Transactions in the form of a 
monthly journal was looked upon by 
many as presenting great obstacles. By 
some it was thought that the bound vol- 
umes of Transactions was more desirable 
as permanent records of the society and 
that their superiority over monthly edi- 
tions was marked. The advantages of the 
jetirnal are first and foremost. It keeps 
the State Society alive and before the pro- 
fession throughout the year. It offers oppor- 
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tunities for reports of county and district 
medical societies and for the publication 
of official business without additional ex- 
pense. By reason of its periodical appear- 
ance members are kept in mind better of 
their duties to the society. It can be dem- 
onstrated that the Society has grown rap- 
idly since the journal was commenced. 
Several new county societies have been es- 
tablished and new interest awakened in 
others. The gain in membership for three 
years prior to 1897 was on an average 146. 
The first year the journal was established 
the gain was 356, or more than two times 
the average gain of previous years. 

What will the establishment of a journal 
accomplish? First, the change is likely to 
add a large number to our membership. As 
to our membership it is ridiculously small. 
The number is. now barely six hundred in 
a state having about 8,000 regular practi- 
tioners. In 1889 the membership was 
about 275. In 1899 540 paid dues. An 
average gain per year for ten‘ years of 27. 
These figures will tell better than any 
words of mine the snail’s pace at which we 
are advancing. Can we not increase our 
membership by the hundred instead of by 
the score. -Besides the establishment of 
our journal I propose that we divide our 
membership into three classes. 

Ist. Active members as we now have. 
Practitioners who pay dues, are eligible to 
office and are responsible for the acts and 
policy of the Society. 

2d. Associate members, who take and 
pay for the journal at a slight reduction 
from the regular rate if thought best, but 
who are not eligible for office and are not 
required to submit credentials as members 
of local societies to hold their 
membership. I believe there are 2,000 or 
3,000 persons practicing in the state who 
would subscribe for the journal at $2.00 
per annum and thus connect themselves 
with our organization. 

3d. I would propose that we have hon- 
orary and corresponding members. Since 
our last meeting our beloved land has made 
a giant stride in the way of becoming a 
world power and we have imposed upon us, 


associate 


whether we wish it or not, certain social and 
political duties of which we little dreamed 
when the present constitution was drafted. 
Shall we not accept this responsibility and 
imitate our European brethren by having 
certain forms of complimentary member- 
ship which may mean much both to them 
and us. This subject has been brought to 
my mind by a letter which was recently 
sent tome from Havana. It was addressed 
to the President of the Society and read 
(translated) as follows: 


University or Havana. 
FACULTY OF MEDICINE. 
Laboratory of Physiology. 
Havana, April 9, 1899. 

Mr. President, Sir:—Being a great ad- 
mirer of your learned society I take the 
liberty of sending you recent publications 
of mine with the idea of aspiring to the 
title of corresponding member of your in- 
fluential body if it may so please you. I 
send he:owith a paper on tuberculosis in 
Havana and if you wish will forward also 
my less recent papers for your library. . If 
you accord me the great distinction that I 
solicit, be kind enough to send me the 
proper diploma and inform me of the 
charges which I should pay as a corre- 
sponding member. Be pleased to accept, 
Mr. President, the homage-of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

(Signed * Dr. Antonio de Gordon. 


Finally, a. te the cost of the journal, I 
have made sceve investigations and believe 
that the project can be carried out at a cost 
not greater than we have been paying. 


Some criticism has been offered to start- 
ing another journal. I do not see that it 
cuts any figure in this matter. We have 
to spend so much for our work any how 
and if it can be spent to better advantage, 
let us put it in journal form and have the 
Society get the benefit of it. Every trades 
union in the state has its own publication, 
which it would not have did it not find it 
profitable. Every fraternal insurance so- 
ciety prints large editions of a paper caleu- 
lated to increase its influence and _ profits. 
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Let us not be behind these inferior or 
ganizations. 

[ now move that this matter be referred 
to a Committee of five, to report at a sub- 
sequent session. Seconded and carried. 

The President: I want a little time to 
consider the personnel of this Committee, 
as it is an important matter, and | will ap- 
point this Committee at the close of the 
morning session. 

Dr. E. P. Cook: I rise for the purpose of 
making a motion which has for its consider- 
ation the best use of the time of the So- 
ciety in the Sections. In Section 6, Article 
4, of the By-Laws, we read, “No paper 
shall exceed twenty minutes in length.” 
We have no objection to that. In the dis- 
cussion it is said that “each speaker shall be 
limited to ten minutes.” We have a large 
number of papers to be presented in each 
Section, and ten minutes is too long for in- 
dividual discussions. Now, we give notice 
under the provisions to amend the By- 
Laws of this Society, if it meets with your 
approval, at the next Annual Meeting to 
this effect, that discussions shall be limited 
to five minutes. Furthermore, under this 
provision of the By-Laws it requires only 
a vote of three-fourths of the members pres- 
ent to make this change in the By-Laws at 
any meeting. I therefore move that in- 
dividual discussions on papers be limited 
to five minutes, and that no gentleman shall 
speak a second time unless by permission 
of three-fourths of the members present. 
This is to apply to all Sections. 

Seconded and carried. 

As there was no further business to come 
before the general session, Section 1 was 
called to order by the Chairman, Dr. 
Arthur C. Cotton, of Chicago; Secretary, 


Dr. H. W. Woodruff, of Joliet. 


SECTION I—FIRST SESSION. 

Dr. George F. Butler, of Chicago, deliv- 
ered the Address of this Section. He se- 
lected for his subject “Serum Therapy.” 

Dr. C. D. Center, of Quincey, followed 
with a paper entitled “Variations in Ma- 
larial Manifestations.” 

Dr. Hugh T. Patrick, of Chicago, con- 
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tributed a paper on “Diagnosis of Locomo 
tor Ataxia.” 

At the conclusion of Dr. Patrick’s paper, 
the President announced as the Committee 
on Journalizing the Transactions of the So- 
ciety, Drs. E. P. Cook, John H. Hollister, 
©. B. Johnson, Carl E. Black and J. W. 
Pettit. 

Mr. George E. Ohara, of Cairo, was in- 
troduced to the Society, and extended an 
invitation to the members to visit the Alex 
andria Club House. He also extended an 
invitation to the Society to visit the Wo 
man’s Club of Cairo. 

On motion, these invitations were ac- 
cepted. 

Dr. J. W. Pettit: As Chairman of the 
Committee on Medical Legislation, I ask 
for the appointment of an Auditing Com- 
mittee to examine the accounts of the Legis 
lative Committee, in order to see that they 
are correct and make a report to this So- 
ciety. ‘This is a little out of the ordinary, 
| know, but as your Committee has ex- 
pended considerably more than the usual 
amount, I would like to have the Society 
know what has become of the money. 

Seconded and carried. 

The President: I will appoint on that 
Committee Drs. Hugh T. Patrick, of Chi- 
cago; J. E. Allaben, of Rockford, and 
Charles D. Center, of Quincey. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until 
1:30 P. M. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Society reassemble? at 1:30 P. M., 


and was called to order by the President. 
SECTION I—SECOND SESSION. 

Dr. Daniel R. Brower, of Chicago, read 
a paper entitled “A Newer Pathology of 
Epilepsy.” 

Dr. W. Xavier Sudduth, of Chicago, 
read a paper on “Psycho-Physical Cul- 
ture.” 

Dr. E. Wing, of Chicago, read a paper 
on “Anterior Poliomyelitis.” 

The above papers were discussed jointly 
by Drs. Patrick, Brower, Sudduth, Wing, 
and Norbury. 

Dr. H. 8. Worthley, of Elwood, read a 
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paper on “The Treatment of Scarlet 
Fever.” 

Dr. R. H. Henry, of Peotone, read a 
paper on “Rational Therapeutics.” 

The paper of Dr. Henry was discussed 
by Drs. Sudduth, Webster, and Cotton. 

Dr. W. J. Chenoweth, of Decatur, fol- 
lowed with a paper on “Post Hoe, Propter 
Hoe,” which was discussed by Drs. Cook, 
Hollister, Coulter, the 
closed by the essayist. 

Dr. W. J. Fernald, of Rantoul, read a 
paper on “The Influence of Biological Re- 
search on Surgery and Medicine,” which 


and discussion 


was discussed by Drs. Dickinson and 
Graham. 
Dr. A. R. Elliott, of Chicago, read a 


paper on “Some Chronic 
Bright’s Disease.” 

Dr. J. T. McAnally, of Carbondale, read 
a paper entitled “Psychology Versus Medi- 
cine.” This paper was discussed by Drs. 
Hollister, Sudduth, Lewis, Weis, Allaben, 
Baughman, McKenna. 

A motion was made and carried that all 
papers contributed to this Section and in 
the hands of the Secretary, whose authors 
were not present, be read by title. 

Dr. E. P. Cook: I wish to call attention 
to the fact that by the faithful and earnest 
work of the officers of Section 1 thirty-six 
papers were promised. This is an evidence 
of the earnestness with which they dis- 
charged their duties. As a matter of fact, 
however, only eleven papers have been 
presented, and most of them discussed. Lt 
is of interest to us to watch the work of the 
Society from year to year, to see some im- 
provement in this respect. Is it necessary 
to secure the promises of thirty-six men for 
the number of papers whose authors are 
likely to be present? I think not. The 
men who promise papers should be here to 
read them. The men who have presented 
papers today are tlhe ones whom the So 
ciety have been able to count on in the past. 
I am sure you will agree with me when | 
say that the work thus far done by this Sec- 
tion reflects great credit on our officers. 

Dr. John H. Hollister: A word of pal- 
liation in reference to this matter. Some 


Aspects of 


of the members have traveled over three 
hundred miles to read papers, and others 
who are not present have prepared papers 
to be read with the best intent. But the 
Association has met so far away this year 
that it accounts largely for the small repre- 
sentation of essayists. As a general thing, 
physicians are men of honor, and | hardly 
think some of the members had their names 
placed on the program without any inten- 
tion of being present. 

The Secretary read a telegram from Dr. 
Eyster, of Rock Island, inviting the Society 
to hold its 1901 meeting in that city. This 
was referred to the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until 
8 P. M. 

FIRS DAY—EVENING SESSION. 

The Association reassembled at 8 P. 
M. at the Cairo Opera House, and was 
called to order by Dr. Grinstead. 

The program for the evening was opened 
with the brilliant rendition of a musical 
selection entitled Bride Elect, by Schin- 
dler’s Orchestra, after which the President, 
Dr. T. J. Pitner, delivered his Address. 
Ile selected for his subject “Currents and 
Countereurrents in Medicine.” 

The address was listened to with marked 
attention throughout its delivery. 

[CONTINUED NEXT MONTH. ] 





REPORT ON NECROLOGY AND 


BIOGRAPHY. 





‘To the Members of the Illinois State Med- 
ical Society: 
Gentlemen:—Your committee desires 
herewith to submit its annual report. 
During the year since last we met, death 
has summoned from our midst a number 
of our prominent members. Notable among 
these were our former Secretary, Dr. John 
3. Hamilton, Prof. James H.- Etheridge 
u.1 Dr. B. M. Griffith; Dr. M. Rooney, 
Dr. A. J. Morton, Dr. W. M. Catto, Dr. 
Ella M. Patton and Dr. Gray Taggart. 
Brief biographical sketches of the lives 
and labors of these eminent members are 
herewith submitted and with your leave 








will be referred for publication—to which 
reference can be made at your leisure, as 
they shall appear in the transactions. 

Upon that portion of our work which 
pertains to Medical Biography we desire to 
submit the following special report. 

At the Annual Meeting of this Society 
in 1882, a recommendation was submitted 
by Dr. J. H. Hollister, that steps be taken 
to secure brief biographical histories of the 
members of the society with a view to 
their future publication. 

On motion of Dr. G. Wheeler Jones of 
Danvillle a committee of five was ap 
pointed by the President, consisting of Dr. 
Jones, as chairman, Dr. W. A. Mendenhall 
of Georgetown, Dr. M. A. McClelland of 
Chicago, Dr. A. C. Cox of Carlinville and 
Dr. 8. J. Jones of Chicago, to consider and 
report upon the proposition. 

At the next Annual Meeting in 1883, 
the committee reported favorably ‘and out- 
lined a general plan of procedure, which 
was unanimously adopted. 

In acecordance with the plan proposed, 
Dr. 8. J. Jones of Chicago, Dr. Robert 
Boal of Peoria and Dr. F. B. Haller of 
Vandalia were appointed a first committee 
to search the transactions and select the 
names of the founders and all those who 
had been members of the society for five 
or more years. 

A second committee of ten members 
was apppointed, to subdivide the work and 
secure the biographical sketches of the 
members which was assigned to them re- 
spectively. 

A third committee of five was appointed 
to which the sketches should be finally 
submitted. The committee consisted of J. 
H. Hollister, Ephriam Ingalls, G. W. 
Jones, F. F. Worrell and F. B. Haller. J. 
H. Hollister was charged with the editorial 
supervision of the work when ready for 
publication. 

As the treasury then contained a surplus 
of $779.00 it was believed that ample pro- 
vision could be made for the publication 
of such a historic volume, when the work 
of the several committees was completed. 
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the work 
should be issued as a Memorial Volume, 
its scope being limited to the historic rec- 
ords of its deceased members. 

In due time the-several committees en- 


It was further advised that 


tered upon their work. A list of the 
founders and those who had been members 
for five or more years was secured and the 
effort to secure sketches of the deceased 
members was made 

It was first suggested that the volume 
be published at the conclusion of the first 
third of a century of the society’s exist- 
ence, but as time went on, by common con- 
sent it was agreed that the semi-cente..nial 
year would be the one more appropriate. 

The later work of the Biographical 
Committee has been so identical with that 
of the Committee on Necrology, that for 
the last seven or eight years the two com- 
mittees have been merged in one and 
have consisted of Dr. J. H. Hollister of Chi- 
cago, Dr. O. B. Will of Peoria and Dr. 
E. J. Brown of Decatur. 

The reports of the committee have been 
published in the successive volumes of 
Transactions. 

Your Committee on Biography respect- 
fully submit the subject of publication to 
the Society for its careful consideration 
and suggest that a committee of three be 
appointed, of which the President of the 
Society shall be chairman, to confer with 
the present Committee on Necrology and 
Biography as to the desirability and feasi- 
bility of such publication and that they 
report to this Society at some convenient 
hour before the close of the present meet- 
ing, to the end that time may not be un- 
duly consumed on the fioor of the house 
by a general discussion of this subject. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

John H. Hollister, Chairman. 
O. B. Will. 





DR. JOHN B. HAMILTON. 


Dr. John B. Hamilton, of Chicago, edi- 
tor of the Journal American Medical Asso- 
ciation, died Saturday evening, December 
24, 1898, from an attack of typhoid fever, 
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with perforation of the intestine. He had 
been ill for a short time only, and at first 
it was thought he would survive the opera- 
tion, which was done on Thursday. His 
remains were taken to Washington, D. C., 
for interment. 

He was born in Jersey County, Illinois, 
on the Ist day of December, 1847; received 
his early intellectual training at the Hamil- 
ton School, and later pursued a classical 
course under Professor John Grant, a noted 
Latin scholar from Edinburg University. 
In 1863 he entered the office of his uncle, 
Dr. Joseph O. Hamilton. In 1864 he en- 
listed at Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illi- 
nois, as a private in Company G, Sixty-first 
Illinois Infantry, the regiment of which 
his father was chaplain, then stationed at 
Little Rock, Arkansas. After a brief mili- 
tary career he removed to Chicago and en- 
tered Rush Medical College, from which 
he graduated February, 1869. From that 
date until 1574 he engaged in general prac- 
tice. Jn 1874 he was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon and First Lieutenant of the U. 8. 
Army, serving at St. Louis Barracks and in 
the Department of the Columbia, at For 
Colville, Washington. Resigning his com- 
mission in 1876, Dr. Hamilton became an 
applicant for a position in the United States 
Marine Hospital Service. As the result of 
a competitive examination, he secured the 
position of Assistant Surgeon, with head- 
quarters at New York. From this point, in 
May, 1877, he was ordered to Boston, and 
during the succeeding month was promoted 
to be the surgeon. 


General John M. Woodworth, Supervis- 
ing Surgeon-General of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital Service, died in March, 1879, and 
Dr. Hamilton was placed in temporary com- 
mand of the Bureau, and in April follow- 
ing was promoted to the vacancy. He im- 
mediately began the reorganization of the 
service, managing campaigns against two 
epidemics of yellow fever during the term 
of service, and succeeded in having placed 
on the statute books the National Quaran- 
tine Acts. In 1883 his sanitary cordon 
stretched from Laredo on the Texas fron- 


tier to the meuth of the Rio Grande, and 
another was placed at the Pensacola Navy 
Yard, on account of a local epidemic at that 
point. In 1888 he established Camp Perry, 
on St. Mary's river, Florida, this being the 
first station known to sanitary science which 
had been organized for the transmission 
of yellow fever refugees. After being 
thoroughly disinfected, they were passed 
through to their destinations. In no case 
was there a reappearance of the disease. 
The year 1890 was one of especial honor 
to Dr. Hamilton, his annual report sub- 
mitted to the Treasury Department giving 
some idea of the broad scope of his activi- 
ties. The report embraced la grippe in its 
ravages from Russia to and into the United 
States; cholera in Asia and Europe; small- 
pox in Mexico, and leprosy in Cuba. In 
view of his services in preventing the intro- 
duction of yellow fever to the United 
States, he was called upon by the American 
Public Health Association to make efforts 
to bar out leprosy in Cuba. In March, 
1890, the Inter-State Quarantine Law was 
drawn by him and passed. This report also 
contained a communication to the then Sec- 
retary of State, the late James G. Blaine, 
on the sanitation of ships and quarantine, 
and a report of the immigration service. It 
further embraced an elaborate and finely 
illustrated account of Dr. Hamilton’s visit 
to the chief hospitals of Europe, made un- 
der Government instructions, upon the oc- 
vasion of his trip to Berlin as a United 
States delegate to the International Medi- 
cal Congress. He served as Secretary-Gen- 
eral of the Ninth International Medical 
Congress, held at Washington in 1887. 


In June, 1891, after his return from 
Europe, he resigned his position and once 
more entered the ranks of medical officers 
as asurgeon. In June, 1892, he was tem- 
porarily ordered to New York, where he 
established the first camp in the United 
States for cholera suspects. Several vessels, 
notably the Normania of the Hamburg- 
American Line, were already quarantined 
in New York harbor, having on board a 
large number of passengers who had been 
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exposed to the infection, more than 10,000 
being booked for passage from European 
ports or already on their way. 

Dr. Hamilton assumed his position as 
surgeon in charge of the U. S. Marine Hos- 
pital Service, located in Chicago, June, 
1891. 

While a resident of Washington he Was 
elected Professor of Surgery in the Uni- 
versity of Georgetown, from which insti- 
tution, in 1889, he received the degree of 
LL. D. He was also surgeon to the Provi- 
dence Hospital, Washington, and, upon his 
resignation as Surgeon-General in 1891, 
and his return to Chicago, became Profes- 
sor of the Principles of Surgery and Clini- 
eal Surgery in Rush Medical College. He 
was also chosen Professor of Surgery 
in the Chicago Polyclinic, and Swr- 
geon to the Presbyterian Hospital. He 
was a member of the local medical societies 
and of the State Medical Society, and from 
1894 to 1898 was its Permanent Secretary. 
At the time of his death he held the posi 
tion of Superintendent of the State Insane 
Asylum at Elgin, was editor of the Journal 
American Medical Association, and Presi- 
dent of the Board of Directors of the Chi- 
cago Public Library. 

His contributions to general medical lit- 
erature have been numerous. He was a 
good diagnostician, and a skilful surgeon. 
As an editor he displayed great versatility 
and remarkable executive ability. As a 
superintendent he showed great foresight, 
in that he decided the most delicate ques- 
tions of administration instantly and cor- 
rectly. He had a very retentive memory, 
and possessed an unusual fund of informa- 
tion, both medical and surgical. As a 
speaker he expressed himself forcibly, 
clearly and succinctly. In habit he was 
ever prompt and punctual; in manner, cour- 
teous, polite and dignified; and he had an 
extraordinary character of firmness and de- 
cision. He knew no such thing as vacilla- 
tion, and nothing seemed to daunt him. 
Difficulties that might appal others, to him 
only served to develop renewed courage 
and confidence. He possessed a kindly, 
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generous and humane heart, and the mem- 
ory of his noble character will live forever. 


JAMES HENRY ETHERIDGE, A. M., 
M. D. 


A few weeks ago the pages of the 
Journal chronicled the death of the then 
editor, Dr. John B. Hamilton, and now his 
college-mate, his faculty colleague, his 
long-time friend, joins him in the long rest. 
James H. Etheridge died late Thursday 
evening, February 9, at his residence, 1634 
Michigan Ave., Chicago. The cause of 
death was fibrous myocarditis, the result of 
coronary sclerosis. Slight attacks of angina 
had for a few weeks given some warning 
of danger. Death was sudden at the last. 

James Henry Etheridge was born at St. 
Johnsville, Montgomery Co., N. Y., March 
20, 1844. On both his father’s and moth- 
er’s side he was of English descent. He 
received a common school education and 
was preparing for college when his plans 
were changed by his father’s departure for 
the war. He was favored in being reared 
in a medical atmosphere, as his father was 
a practicing physician. With four years 
of reading with his father as preceptor, he 
entered Rush Medical College, and was 
graduated in 1869. He took what was for 
that time an unusually long course of study 
—three winter courses. Leaving college 
he located in Evanston, then, as now, one 
of Chicago’s choicest suburbs. After about 
two years of practice here he went to 
Europe, devoting much time to the hospi- 
tals, particularly those of London and 
Paris. He returned to Chicago, and on 
July 31, 1871, began work in that city, the 
scene of his uninterrupted labor up to the 
time of his death. 

After the first years of struggle for prac- 
tice, embracing the period of the great fire 
and the panie of 1873, professional work 
increased more and more, and the young 
man became truly busy, doing a large fam- 
ily practice. He was eminently successful 
in attaching families to him, and after giv- 
ing up general work it was hard for him 
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to resist the urgent personal appeals made 
by his old patrons, who counted him their 
trusted friend and adviser. 

But his leaning had been for some time 
toward gynecology. Even before the death 
of William H. Byford, he had been teach- 
ing this subject clinically in Rush. Upon 
the death of Professor Byford he was, 
therefore, promoted to the professorship of 
gynecology, which chair he held up to the 
time of his death. 

As an operator he was wonderfully deft 
in the use of instruments. He was an un- 
usually rapid worker, and once having mas- 
téred the theory and practice of asepsis his 
results were to be favorably compared with 
those of the most eminent and successful 
surgeons. The amount of work done, the 
number of operations performed were, in 
some months, truly stupendous. So great 
was it that it really left him little time to 
read, study and write, a fact he always re- 
gretted. 

On the death of Professor Knox, Dr. 
Etheridge was asked to fill his chair, so 
that he was, at the time of his death, pro- 
fessor of obstetrics as well as of gynecology. 

As a lecturer he was plain and straight- 
forward, seldowi indulging in theories, 
never shooting above the heads of his stu- 
dents. His teaching was eminently prac- 
tical. He taught what the practitioner of 
medicine would find necessary in his every- 
day practice and not what he might need 
in some rare case encountered perhaps once 
in a decade. This, with his happy disposi- 
tion, his jovial wit, his apt illustrations, 
made him an ever popular teacher. 

It would seem as though this would be 
all that a man could well attend to; but Dr. 
Etheridge found time to take an active 
part in other medical matters. In 1886 he 
was elected president of the Chicago Medi- 
eal Society, and in 1890 of the Chicago 
Gynecological Society. He was a member 
of other local and national societies and was 
one of the founders and a life member of 
the International Association of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. He long served as attend- 
ing physician to St. Luke’s Hospital, and 


at the time of his death was attending gyne- 
ecologist to the Presbyterian Hospital, 


consulting gynecologist to the St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, and professor of 


eynecology in the Chicago Polyelin- 
ic, of which institution he was one of 
the founders, and in whose success he al- 
ways took great pride. For many years he 
was secretary of the Faculty of Rush Medi- 
cal College and one of the most trusted and 
valuable working members of that body. 

This is but a plain recital of facts con- 
cerning the life of this busy, this overbusy 
man. Yet, with all the toil, care, responsi- 
bility and anxiety, he preserved his sweet 
and sunshiny nature unsoured and un- 
clouded. He looked on the bright side 
of things, was hopeful and joyous. He was 
always a capital table-companion, was just 
the man one would like to travel and share 
a seat with on a long or short journey; 
for he was jolly, witty. companionable, 
without being coarse or offensively obtru- 
sive in manner or remarks. But he was 
more than this. He was a true friend, and 
tears fell from many a manly eye when the 
startling news came that his warm heart 
had ceased to beat. 


He will live in memory as a successful 
practitioner, a trained and eminent gyne- 
cologist, an operator whose dexterity and 
skill were most widely known, a practical 
and popular teacher, an active and honored 
participant in local and national medical 
affairs; but if we mistake not he will more 
truly live in the memory of his hosts of 
grateful patients and of his many lay and 
professional brethren who delighted to call 
him friend. The suffering woman who 
looked into his eye knew instinctively that 
her surgeon was also a man, and she trust- 
ingly underwent the operation, feeling that 
she was to be treated not merely as a mass 
of muscle and nerve and blood-vessels, but 
as the wife, the mother, as a human being. 
To see him visit one of these patients was 
a most valuable lesson on the importance 
of cordial sympathy with the patient as a 
human being and not a sick animal. Hun- 
dreds of these patients mourn his loss and 
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share with his professional colleagues a 
sense of personal bereavement. 

Dr. Etheridge was married in 1870 to 
Miss Harriet Powers, daughter of Herman 
G. Powers, of Evanston, Ill. Mrs Ethe- 
ridge and two daughters survive him. It 
is not the place to discuss family affairs, 
but it can be truly said, and by one who 
knows, that no husband and father was 
more idolized than this man, and he re- 
turned with full measure the love and de- 
votion he received. 





DR. B. M. GRIFFITH. 

Dr. B. M. Griffith, the beloved physician 
and accomplished sanitarian, died at his 
home in Springfield, Sept. 24, 1898, hav- 
ing been in active practice for over forty 
years, and always deeply interested in san- 
itary conditions. 

Dr. Griffith was born in Shelby County, 
Kentucy, but spent his early life in Mis- 
souri, the family moving to Lincoln of 
that state in 1840. He began the prepara- 
tory study for medicine in Louisiana, Mis- 
sourl, in 1853, and was graduated from 
the St. Louis Medical College in 1859. 

Since 1865 he has lived in Springfield, 
ever planning and working for the advance- 
ment of his profession and the good of 
humanity. 

Dr. Griffith took deep interest in educa- 
tional as well as professional movements, 
being a charter member of the Springfield 
Board of Education, organized in 1869, 
and serving it six years. He was a charter 
member of the Authors’ Club, organized 
in 1882, and its president for six years. 

As a member of the city Board of Health 
he was duly vigilant of the city’s sanitary 
condition. 

As a member of the Sangamon County 
Medical Society, the District Medical and 
Tri-State Medical Societies, he was ready 
to take his share of work or responsibility. 

In 1892 he was appointed consulting 
physician of St. John’s Hospital. 

He took great interest in the proceedings 
of the American Medical Association, of 
which he was a member. 
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Few meetings of the Sanitary Council 
of the Mississippi Valley were neglected; 
he felt it a duty for members to be present 
if they could. 

Dr. Griffith’s report as Secretary for the 
National Confederation of Medical Exam- 
ining and Licensing Boards at Atlanta, 
Georgia, in 1896, was concise, far-reaching 
and conclusive. 

He was intimately associated with Dr. 
Rauch in the State Board of Health work, 
and after six years service he resigned in 
1896. He was President of the Board from 
1895 to 1896. 

As a member of the State Medical So- 
ciety he loyally watched its interests and 
workings, for science, truth and humanity, 
as part of his individual work. 

A noble, self-sacrificing and useful life 
is ended. 

The Illinois Auxiliary Sanitary Associa- 
tion in their meeting September 25, 1898, 
said: “Whereas, death has removed from 
our membership our late President and 
colleague, Dr. B. M. Griffith, who has 
achieved a high position in the ranks of his 
profession, and whose connection with the 
Association and the Illinois State Bard vf 
Health, has led us to appreciate and admire 
the qualities of h!s mind, which contributed 
so largely to the suecess of both organiza- 
tions. We feel that in his death the Asso- 
ciation has lost a progressive and conscien- 
tious member, and the cause of advanced 
sanitary science a strong advocate.” 

A prominent medical journal said: “Dr. 
Griffith was a strong character. a conscien- 
tiuos and able physician and an accom- 
plished sanitarian.” 

The Biographical Dictionary said: “Per- 
sonally Dr. Griffith possessed most excellent 
qualities; a man of sterling worth, dignified 
bearing and inflexible integrity, he endeav- 
ors in an unpretentious manner to leave 
upon others the impression of his own char- 
acter, and to reveal by a true life the power 
of a noble manhcod.” 


Dr. Griffith leaves a wife and two chil- 
His son, Dr. B. Barret Griffith, suc- 
His daughter, 


dren. 


ceeds him in_ business. 
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Eloise, is the wife of Dr. T. J. Pitner, of 


Jacksonville, Illinois. 


DR. WILLIAM MASON CATTO. 


Dr. Wm. Mason Catto was born at Both 
well, Province of Ontario,Canada, in 1858. 
He was educated in the public school and 
at St. Catherine’s Academy, and, although 
arly thrown upon his own resources and 
compelled by circumstances to contribut: 
to the support of his mother, brothers and 
sister, he succeeded by school teaching and 
other employment in saving enough to take 
a medical course at the Detroit College of 
Medicine, from which he graduated in 
1882. He married and came to Macon 
county, Illinois, the same year and locate«t 
in the little village of Warrensburg, where 
he practiced successfully for five years. He 
then purchased an interest in the business 
of a prominent physician in Deeatur, Il, 
where he continued in practice to the time 
of his shocking death, which ocewrred Jan. 
27th, of the present year. 


At the time of his death Dr. Catto had 
one of the largest and most remunerative 
practices in Central Illinois. 


While about to return from a_ profes- 
sional call at Assumption he attempted to 
pass between freight cars on the side track 
to reach his train, which was already in 
motion. He was warned away from one 
opening by the trainmen, but ran to the 
next and tried to slip through, but was 
caught and his left breast crushed between 
the bumpers. He died almostly instantly, 
never speaking. His funeral occurred Jan. 
29th and was attended by our local medi- 
cal society and the various fraternal organ. 
zations of which he was a member and a 
multitude of people who gave evidence of 
the esteem in which he was held. 


Dr. Catto was a member of this society 
and read a paper at each of the last two 
meetings. In his death the society loses an 
active, industrious member, the profession 
a zealous and skillful physician, and the 
state an honored citizen. 
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DR. MICHAEL ROONEY. 


Dr. Michael Rooney was born in the city 
of New York, Jan. 31, 1837, and died xt 
his home, Quiney, Llinois, Sept. 10, 1597, 
of perforation of the bowel, after an illness 
of four weeks. Fifteen vears previous Dr. 
Rooney suffered a very serious attack of 
obstruction of the which, al- 
though the syiaptoms of obstruction were 


| owel. in 


of only one week’s duration, the prostra- 
tion was so extreme as to contine him to 


DR. MICHAEL ROONEY. 


the house for over two months. Upen his 


recovery he resumed the work inci- 
dent to a large general practice, en- 
joving almost perfect health. One 


death he had an 
attack of colic, which suggested appen- 
dicitis to his attending physicians, but 
his age and weight were considered unfav- 
orable for operative interference, ard Dr. 
Rooney himself considered his chance of 
recovery better without surgery. The au- 
topsy revealed a complete closure of the 
ileum by a constricting band eighteen 


month prior to his 








inches above the ileo-csecal valve, the site, 
doubtless, of a volvulus with ulceration in 
the earlier illness. 

Dr. Rooney was a man of most decided 
character and great probity. It is related 
of him that while a clerk in the postoffice 
at Springfield, Ohio, wishing to study med- 
icine after the hours of closing, his con- 
science would not allow him to appropriace 
to his own use the gas furnished the office, 
but he studied by the light of his own tal- 
low candle. Also the evasion of a man’s 
just taxes was to him im inexcusable weak 
ness of cheracter. H+ was dependent, upon 
his own exertion from the age of eleven, 
and by dint of great economy he was able 
to take a classical course at St. Xavier's 
College in Cincinnati,.Ohio, one year in 
medicine at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and 
graduated in 1867 at the Miami Medical 
College, Cincinnati, Ohio. After a brief 
term of partnership with Dr. Sprague at 
Vienna Cross Roads, Ohio, where he eked 
out a living by teaching school, Dr. Rooney 
removed to Quincy, Illinois, in the summer 
of 1871. Here his knowledge of German 
and his friendliness towards. the poorer 
classes gave him a large practice, especially 
among Catholics and Lutherans. He im- 
mediately acquired a position on the staff 
of St. Mary’s Hospital, and very soon was 
the medical adviser of all the Catholic in- 
stitutions of the city, viz: St. Mary’s In- 
stitute and Convent of Notre Dame, the 
St. Francis College and Monastery, the St. 
Aloysius Orphan Asylum, and the St. Vin- 
cent Home for the aged, all of which char- 
itable work he continued until his death. 

From the time of its organization in 
1887, until the close of his life on earth, 
Dr. Rooney was a member of the Board of 
Directors and also of the Book Committee 
of the Free Public Library of Quiney, Ili 
nois. Dr. Rooney was also a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Associated 
Charities, a representative from the Catho- 
lic Church, chosen for his excellent judg- 
ment and love of humanity. 

Dr. Rooney was a man among men. He 
Was quiet, unassuming and very conserva- 
tive, yet benevolent, kindly and gracious, 
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commanding the respect of all with whom 
he came in contact. lle was a_blunt- 
spoken man, very droll and quick to speak, 
but underlying the outward tenor of his 
Ways, was as true a heart as ever beat in 
man. Ile was but little before the public 
and his name was seldom seen in print and 
it was his wish to have it so. Dr. Rooney 
had a large practice among the best people 
of Quincy, but a larger one among the poor 
and unfortunate, whom he tended kindly 
and earefully, his only remuneration being 
the satisfact.on of seeing them better and 
happier. Ile gave generously but very 
quietly to various charities. Ile was a 
staunch and practical Catholic, and a well- 
read man, not only in his profession but 
outside of it, leaving a library of over six 
hundred volumes. He was broad-minded, 
progressive, able and generous to a fault, 
a man of noble impulses, pure motives and 
superior instincts. His honor was unques- 
tioned, his religious principles strict, his 
business methods, rigid; in fact his whole 
life was an inspiration, a blessing, a grand 
example of noble living. He stood at the 
head of his profession in Quincey, Illinois, 
for twenty-six years, ethical in all his deal- 
‘ngs with his co-workers. He was very 
inethodical throughout his entire life and 
by means of this exact method, he gained 
leisure for extensive reading and study, 
keeping abreast of medical literature, be- 
lieving that the true physician owes it to 
his patients to be familiar with the latest 
discoveries in medical science. He found 
his recreation in books instead of society. 
In acecordance with his belief in the duty 
of a physician to be alert in his knowledge, 
he took an ad eundem degree at Long Is- 
land Hospital College in 1874, and a prac- 
titioner’s course at the Chicago Medical 
College in 1883. Ile was a leading mem- 
ber of the Adams County Medical Society, 
also a member of the Military Tract Medi- 
eal Society, the Illinois State Medical Soci- 
ety, and the American Medical <Associa- 
tion. 


He was married June 29th, 1875, a 
Quincy, Illinois, to Dr. Abby Luella Fox; 
a physician of the same city. They have 
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two sons, Paul D., a graduate of Harvard 
College, and Henry M., a graduate of Bos- 
ton College, the younger of whom hopes 
to enter the loved profession of his 
lamented father. 

Dr. Rooney was called out of life in the 
prime of his strength and usefulness, leav- 
ing a void in the affections of the people 
of Quincey and vicinity and the memory of 
his good deeds will not soon be forgotten. 


DR. ELLA M. PATTON. 

Dr. Ella M. Patton, of Quincey, UL, a 
prominent member of the medical profes- 
sion of that city passed from this life in 
February last, her death resulting from 
septicemia, following a surgical operation. 
At the time of her decease she held the 
position of vice president of the Adams 
County Medical Society, the members of 
which recognized her as “a woman of 
strong character, noble, generous, merci- 
ful, self-sacrificing, fond of books, and in 
terested especiallly in everything helpful 
to her own sex. She was engaged in every 
movement tending toward reform of soci- 
ety, possessed much of the martyr’s spirit, 
and never hesitated to oppose any form of 
evil through fear of unpopularity.” Her 
tuneral obsequies were held in the Unitar- 
ian Church in Quincey, which was crowded 
with mourning friends and weeping pa- 
tients. 

The minutes of the Quincy Medical and 
Library Association are so full of historic 
interest regarding Dr. Patton that we ean 
not do better than reproduce them in full 
as furnished by the secretary. They are as 
follows: 

Ella M. Patten, M. D., born in 
Shelbina, Mo., Oct. 18, 1860, and died in 
St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 16, 1899. In the year 
following her birth she removed with her 
parents to Quincy, Ill. Her childhood was 
spent in this city, where also her early edu- 
cation was obtained. She graduated from 
the Quiney High School on June 14, 1878, 
and from the Gem City Business College 
in 1879. Matriculating in the Medical 
Department of the University of Michigan, 


Was 


she received from that institution on June 
29, 1882, the degree of Doctoris in 
Arte Medica. 

Dr. Patton began the practice of medi- 
eine in Rockford, Ill, receiving while 
there, from the Illinois State Board of 
Health, her certificate of Registration, 
dated July 25, 1882. For two years the 
doctor continued in practice in Rockford, 
then removed to Tewksburry, Mass., where 
she served for two years in the Tewksburry 
Alms House as First Assistant Physician 
and Surgeon. Completing her term of 
service in that institution the Doctor re- 
turned to this city, where her life’s work 
was s® lately finished. 

Doctor Patton was a member of the 
American Medical Association, Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, Illinois State 
Medical Socicty, Adams County Medical 
Society, and the Quincey Medical and 
Library Association. The Doctor was also 
a member of the Medical Board and Staff 
of Blessing Hospital, serving as gynecolo- 
gist in that institution, and had been, for 
three years, physician to the Woodland 
Ilome for Orphans and the Friendless. 

Doctor Patton: was a member of the 
Unitarian Church, Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, Cheerful Home Asso- 
ciation, Quincy ‘Voman’s Exchange, 
Friends in Council and the Local Council 
of Women of Quincy. 

In the death of Dr. Patton the profes- 
sional and social: organizations with which 
she was associated have sustained the loss 
of a most estimable and worthy member. 
By her death this association loses a mem- 
ber whose professional attainments and 
womanly -virtues had gained for her our 
highest respect. May the memory of her 
modest, unselfish, noble life be an inspira- 
tion to us in our service ‘to suffering hu- 
manity. Charles W. Rook, M. D., 


Secretary. 





DR. ARCHIBALD J. MORTON. 


Dr. Archibald J. Morton, of Elmwood, 
Il]., died in that city of locomotor ataxia, 
July 1st, 1898, in his forty-fourth year. 








He was born in Kilbirne, Ayershire, Scot- 
land, Feb. 1st, 1855. 

Dr. Morton took his medical degree 
from the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, Chicago, in February, 1889. He 
was also a registered pharmacist, and at 
one time engaged in the drug business. 
After graduating in medicine he located ia 
Williamsfield, Ill., where he followed his 
profession for some five years. He then 
removed to Elmwood, Peoria county, 
where he formed a co-partnership with Dr. 
Jj. D. Hoit and continued in that associa- 
tion up to the time of his death. 

Dr. Morton was a man possessing the 
sterling qualities of his race, a suceessful 
practitioner, of unusually genial disposi- 
tion, and enjoyed keenly the opportunities 
offered in professional associations. He 
was for several vears a member of the Illi- 
nois “tate Medical Society, and much 
enjoyed its social features. 





VESICULAR DEGENERATION OF 
THE CHORION. 


LY CARL E. BLACK, M. D., JACNSONVILLE, ILL. 





I will present for your consideration an 
unusual case of that comparatively rare 
condition, “Vesicular Degeneration of the 
Chorion.” Just how rare this disease is no 
one has yet discovered. One author says 
that it oceurred once in 20,000 labors, while 
another claims once in 2,000 labors. 

I have asked twenty practitioners who 
have been in practice for at least twenty- 
tive years and have perhaps averaged fifty 
obstetrical cases each vear, how many times 
they have seen molar pregnancy. One 
answered “twice,” and eight answered 
once,” making in all ten cases in an esti- 
mated 25,000. 

To say the least, Vesicular Degeneration 
of the Chorion is extremely rare, but when 
it does occur, gives us urgent conditions to 
be promptly met. 

My case is as follows: 

Mrs. D , aged 20 years, called on me 





Nov. 9, 1897, stating that she had missed 
6: ‘menstrual period and it was now time 
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for the second, which had not appeared. 
Examination showed uterus to be about the 
size of a two-months’ pregnancy, and as far 
as I could discover was normal. 

lor a number of years she had suffered 
from severe attacks of headache, accom- 
panied by nausea and vomiting which 
would come on suddenly, and were accom- 
panied by pain in the right side, near the 
border of the ribs. She was just passing 
through one of these attacks at my first ex- 
amination, 

[ heard nothing more of the case until a 
month later when I was called to see her 
with all the signs and symptoms of hyper- 
emesis of pregnancy. There was constant 
vomiting with pain in the right side. She 
was unable to take food or even water. 

Careful examination showed the right 
kidney to be markedly movable over a dis- 
tancw of about three inches and very tender 
on pressure. Pressure on the kidney would 
‘ause severe nausea. After trying the usual 
plans for two or three days without the 
least benefit, I determined to anchor the 
kidney back into its proper place, hoping 
by that measure to overcome the nausea 
and vomiting. Patient entered Our Savior’s 
Hospital at once, and the operation was 
made on Dee. 17, 1897. Without difficulty 
the right kidney was brought back, through 
a lumbar incision, to its proper place and 
anchored with silkworm-gut sutures. With- 
in twenty-four hours the nausea and vomit- 
ing had entirely disappeared and the patient 
was able to take food, and on the eleventh 
day was considered convalescent with the 
exception of the necessity of lying quietly 
in bed until the kidney had time to become 
firmly imbedded in its new position. 

In the eaily morning of the twelfth day, 
Dec. 29, 1897, I was called by telephone, 
the messenger saying that severe vaginal 
hemorrhage had set in. Supposing that 
after all, an abortion was pending, I visited 
the patient at once. To my great astonish- 
ment I found my patient almost exsangui- 
nated. The tissues all about the vaginal 
walls, vulva, and rectum were infiltrated 
and distended with blood and the vaginal 
inlet almost obliterated by this infiltration. 
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I was utterly unable to find the cervix. On 
examination all that I could discover was a 
‘agged torn opening to the left side of the 
vagina from which profuse hemorrhage 
vas taking place. Patient had no pains nor 
had she had any during the night. I tam- 
poned this ragged opening with strips of 
gauze as best 1 could to stop the hemorrh- 
age, and used general measures to support 
the patient. My supposition at the time 
was that we had an extrauterine pregnancy 
which had ruptured downward instead of 
upward. After the tamponing the patient 
rapidly grew worse until the pulse was im- 
perceptible at the wrist, and the heart-beat 
could be counted with a phonendoscope at 
170. Seeing that the patient would not 
survive long without something more being 
done, and believing that there was intra-ab- 
dominal hemorrhage as well as vaginal, the 
patient was taken to the operating room and 
abdomen hurriedly cleansed and opened by 
a median incision. The uterus was found 
normaliy pregnant, and the tubes and 
ovaries were normal. One point of differ- 
ence from normal pregnancy was that the 
uterus seemed softer than usual. 


After closing the abdomen and putting 
on dressings, the packing was taken out of 
the vaginal rent. This opening was en- 
larged and the left uterine artery was li- 
gated, thus putting an end finally to our 
hemorrhage. 

After the infiltrated blood in tissues had 
somewhat subsided the true nature of our 
‘ase became plain. Some small vesicles 
‘ame out through the ragged opening 
which showed the true character of the 
trouble. However, the cervix ‘vas normal 
and firmly closed. There were no uterine 
pains, there was no discharge, nor had there 
heen at any time, either serous or bloody, 
and there was no way in which I could as- 
certain that normal pregnancy was not co- 
existent with degeneration of the chorion. 
What had happened was the invasion of the 
uterine wall by the vesicular degeneration 
and its perferation into the tissues and then 
into the vagina. 


After checking the hemorrhage and mak- 


ing free use of normal salt solution in the 
tissues, the patient rallied and rapidly re- 
covered. 


The rent in the vaginal wall healed 
quickly and completely, although at each 
dressing for a number of days, several vesi- 
cles would be brought out. At the end of 
five weeks the patient was able to walk 
about the hospital, and returned to her 
home which was near by, where she re- 
mained five days, when she began to have 
uterine pains accompanied by some dis- 
charge of blood. She returned at once to 
the hospital, but delivery did not occur for 
nearly two weeks. After she was put to 
bed and kept quiet the pain subsided and it 
seemed as though she might be going on to 
fuil term. However, on Feb. 25, 1898, five 
and one-half months after conception, uter- 
ine pains became strong and she was de- 
livered spontaneously of a very large vesi- 
cular mole, accompanied by no semblance 
of foetal tissue. The mass nearly filled an 
ordinary wash bowl and had the appear- 
ance of thousands of white grapes of vari- 
ous sizes. The walls of the little vesicles 
were thin and filled with perfectly trans- 
parent fluid. 


Examination of the interior of the uterus 
showed the whole wall to have been more 
or less invaded by the degeneration. While 
the mass discharged seemed to be complete 
in itself it did not bring away all the vesi- 
cular tissue. A few vesicles came away 
each day in changing the interuterine pack- 
ing, and it was necessary to thoroughly 
curette and apply iodine several times be- 
fore anything approaching a normal condi- 
tion of the uterine lining was obtained. 
There was some slight infection and it re- 
quired three months of almost daily cleans- 
ings and packings with gauze to bring the 
uterus back to anything like a normal con- 
dition, and for a time I was of the opinion 
that it could never be accomplished,and that 
the safest procedure would be to remove 
the uterus. However, the daily treatments 
were persisted in until finally, after four 
months, the uterus became comparatively 
normal. One year following the date of de- 








livery of the mole the patient presented 
herself for examination, and I found her 
again pregnant and apparently normal. I 
am now watching the case with a great deal 
of interest to see whether this will also be a 
molar pregnancy. 

The term molar pregnancy should be 
confined to cystic or hydatiform degenera- 
tion of the chorionic villi. (Dropsy of the 
villi of the chorion, myxoma of the pla- 
centa.) “Bloody mole” ard “fleshy mole” 
are from entirely different causes, and are 
really simply blood clot which has under- 
gone some change. The disease is so rare, 
and often passes off so simply as to attract 
little attention from the general practi- 
tioner. However, my own case illustrates 
how complicated a case of vesicular degene- 
ration of the chorion may become, and how 
urgent the symptoms may be. 

We will give a little attention to the 
literature of the subject. 

The most important studies of this sub- 
ject have been by Dr. G. A. Craigin, who 
reported in 1892 to the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, a study of twenty-five 
eases of hydatiform mole, and by Theophi- 
lus Parvin, who published in the American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences in Octo- 
ber, 1892, a study of fifty-four cases mostly 
taken from German sources. 

I have added to these two studies a study 
of twenty-one cases, including my own, 
taken from almost as many sources, all 
American. The facts, therefore, which I 
will present regarding molar pregnancy 
represent the summarized study of one 
hundred cases. 

Age of Patients—Dr. Craigin’s cases 
range in age from 20 to 40 years, with an 
average of 30 years. The remaining 
seventy-five cases in the studies range in age 
from 20 to 46 years. Of these thirty were 
under 30 years of age, thirty were over 30 
years of age, and in fifteen the age was not 
stated. ; 

Previous Pregnancies.—Of the one hun- 
dred cases, fifty-eight were multiparas, and 
of these there had been one previous preg- 
nancy in ten, two in one, three in one, four 
in seven, five in eight, six in three, eight in 
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four, and nine, ten, eleven, twelve and 
thirteen in one each. In fifteen cases it 
was not stated whether there had been 
previous pregnancies, and in twenty-seven 
cases there had been no previous pregnan- 
les. . 

Misearriages.—Fifteen of the cases had 
had no previous miscarriages. ‘Twenty-five 
had had previous miscarriages. In the other 
cases it was not stated. In fifteen out of the 
one hundred eases a well formed foetus ac- 
companied the mole. In most of the other 
cases there was no foetus, or parts of foetus. 

Recurrences.—The literature of this sub- 
ject has often stated that the malady is 
prone to recurrence. This does not seem 
to be borne out by the one hundred cases 
studied. Recurrences were only noted in 
ten cases, and only in three cases was there 
more than one recurrence. Craigin’s re- 
port includes one ease in which there were 
ten recurrences. 

The Length of Time from the Last Men- 
struation Until the Delivery of the Mole.— 
It varied considerably, but averaged about 
three and one-half months. The largest 
number of cases (15) were at the third 
month. The second largest number (10) at 
the second month. The third largest num- 
ber (9) in the fourth month. Four were in 
the first month. Five were in the fifth 
month. One in the sixth month.. Three in 
the seventh month. One in the eighth 
month. Four in the ninth month. One in 
the tenth month. Three in the twelfth 
month and one in the thirteenth month. In 
eighteen of the cases the length of time was 
not stated. 

Previous Hemorrhage.—The one great 
diagnostic point in this disease is hemorrh- 
age. However, we find that out of the one 
hundred cases twenty-two had no hem- 
orrhage, and nine had but slight hem- 
orrhage previous to the time of delivery. In 
seven, the hemorrhage was stated as moder- 
ate. In sixteen as severe, necessitating de- 
livery, and in six cases there was an inter- 
mittent flow, while in twenty-one there was 
a constant oozing of bloody serum. In the 
remaining cases the point is not stated. 
Thus we see in at least one-third of the 
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eases hemorrhage was either absent or was 
so slight as to attract no attention. 

Method of VDelivery.— Forty-seven of the 
eases were delivered spontaneously. In 
two, ergot was administered. In twenty- 
eight manual delivery was necessary. In 
eighteen the mass was taken with the eu- 
rette. In the remaining cases the metliod 
of delivery was not stated. It is evident, 
however, that more than half of the cases 
are delivered spontaneously. But this 
calls to mind the further point that many 
moles are probably delivered spontaneously 
without aid or notice of any physician, and 
never attract attention of any one. 

Vomiting was a prominent symptom in 
twenty-five cases. Oedema existed in six 
cases. Convulsions existed in one case. 

Cessation of Menstruation.—In one- half 
the cases menstruation ceased normally and 
the patient seemed simply normally preg- 
nant. In the other cases the menstruation 
ceased irregularly, or there was no cessation 
at all. In these cases the mole was usually 
delivered early. 

Hemorrhage at Delivery.—One-third of 
the cases were accompanied by severe hem- 
orrhage at the time of delivery. 

Mortality.—Of the one hundred cases, 
five died from two causes, three from shock 
of hemorrhage and two from subsequent 
sepsis. 

Size of Uterus.—In most of the cases no 
mention is made of the comparative size of 
the uteru’. In nine, however, it is stated 
that the uterus seemed normal for the term, 
while in sixteen the uterus seemed larger 
than normal, and in one it was smaller than 
normal. 

The one hundred cases summarized above 
were from the réports of Craigin, Parvin, 
Ayer, Lee, Lewis, Furness, Zwinshon, Mur- 
ray, Bethune, Warman, Bowers, and my 
own case, 

Summary.—From the reports studied we 
are brought to very few definite conclusions 
about this disease. These reports, like many 
others, are each one lacking in some im- 
portant part, so that the summaries from 
them are more or less incomplete and the 
conclusions may be correspondingly inac- 


curate. In some instances the reports are 
too meagre to be of much value. The main 
facts of one hundred cases of molar preg- 
nancy observed by many reporters are given 
as accurately as possible, and you must be 
left to judge of their value. 

The etiology and pathology of the dis- 
ease are shrouded in obscurity. Why the 
chorionic villi should be attacked by cystic 
degeneration in certain cases is unex- 
plained. Several authors have attributed 
it to endometritis, and no doubt disease of 
the endometrium may be an important fac- 
tor. However, very few of the reporters 
suggest endometritis as a causative factor or 
even mention it in the history. The fact 
that the majority of cases occur in multi- 
para, and that a considerable number of 
cases are preceded by miscarriage would 
give some support to the theory that endo- 
metritis was a cause. 

Diagnosis.—We must conclude from the 
study of these cases that the diagnosis prior 
to the time of delivery is impossible, except- 
ing in a limited number of cases. There 
are no positive signs or symptoms. In a 
great majority of cases the enlargement of 
the uterus is not materially different from 
that of a normal pregnancy. 

Vomiténg is given as a prominent and 
valuable symptom by one author, but we 
find in these cases that it occurs so infre- 
quently as to be of really no value, unless 
supported by other more positive evidence. 

While most of the cases occur in multi- 
para, a very respectable number will be 
seen to have occurred in nulipara. The 
only symptom which is constant enough to 
be of value in diagnosis is the discharge of 
blood serum and blood over a considerable 
period prior to delivery. When we meet 
this condition we should be on our guard 
for molar pregnancy. 

Persistent vomiting in a multipara in the 
early months after conception with abnor- 
mal enlargement of the uterus, and inter- 
mittent or constant discharge of bloody 
serum and blood, would give us the ideal 
clinical picture of a vesicular degeneration 
of the chorion. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

A motion was made by Dr. George N. 
Kreider, our Treasurer, at the Cairo meet- 
ing of the Illinois State Medical Society, 
recommending the publication of its trans 
actions in journal form, to be issued 
monthly, which was referred to a commit- 
tee for further consideration .and recom- 
mendation. President Pitner appointed 
on this committee Drs. E. P. Cook, John 
H. Hollister, C. B. Johnson, Carl FE. Black 
and J. W. Pettit. The report of the com- 
mittee (in part), “recommended that the 
method of publishing the transactions as 
heretofore adopted, be changed and that 
they be journalized, the issue of the Jour- 
nal to begin on the 1st of July, 1899, and 
thereafter on the first of each month, to 
be designated as the Journal of the Illinois 
State Medical Society. The cost of its 
publication for the year shall not exceed 
the income of the Society, less other neces 
sary expenses.” 

This report was finallly referred to the 
Judicial Council with power to act. At a 
meeting of the Judicial Council, a resolu- 
tion was adopted, authorizing the Commit- 


tee on Publication to journalize the trans- 
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actions as above stated, for the ensuing 
year. ° 
We do not wish to enter into any argu- 
ment regarding the advisability of this new 
movement. We want to state, however, 
that the only and sole object of this move- 
ment is to increase the membership of this 
Society. That something should be done 
to increase the interest of the medical pro- 
fession of the State of Illinois in society 
work cannot be gainsaid. When we con- 
sider that in a state with about ten thou- 
sand regular physicians, the membership 
of this Society is but between five and six 
hundred, something out of the ordinary 
With a net an- 
nual inerease for the last ten years of fif- 


course must be adopted. 


teen members, and that including a new 
membership of seventy at the Galesburg 
meeting, proves conclusively that there is 
a woeful lack of interest. 

By the old method of publication, only 
about five hundred copies were sent to 
members, but by this, one thousand copies 
will be printed, for the committee will be 
enabled to publish one thousand copies 
monthly of the Journal for about the same 
price that it cost to publish in book form. 
This number will allow us to do considera- 
ble judicious missionary work, and we 
sincerely trust, that by this means, the ob- 
ject aimed at may be accomplished. 

It must be distinctly understood that it 
is not the intention to make this a Medical 
Journal, in the true sense of the word, for 
we disclaim the notion of entering the 
journalistic field, first, because of our inex- 
perience in editing such a Journal, and 
second, because there are now too many 
medical journals. What we propose to do, 
however, is to attempt the issuing of the 
Journal in such form that it shall become 


the organ of all medical societies in the 
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state, and that the physicians of the state 
can feel that it is devoted to their best in- 
terests. To accomplish this, we earnestly 
ask the support and assistance, not only of 
the officers of the societies, but all physi- 
members of the Illinois 
While fully 


appreciating the added amount of work 


cians, whether 


State Medical Society or not. 


laid upon us by this method, we do not 
shirk the responsibility, and if our brothers 
in the profession will show only 1 modicum 
of interest in the welfare of the Society, 
by their assistance, we have not the slight- 
est doubt but that the results will prove 
the wisdom in this departure. 

The eriticism has been made that the 
monthly journal will not be kept as a refer- 
eice book, because so few of them will 
have While this 


true of some, vet that is a matter of indi- 


them bound. may be 


vidual choice. It is as a monthly visitor, 
a monthly reminder of the existence of the 
Society, constantly and conveniently at 
hand, iying on our desk rather than a vol- 
ume which is placed on the shelf and rarely 
looked at (we are sorry to admit), that the 


beneficial change is expected. W. 


SOME COMPARISONS. 

A new undertaking like that which this 
publication exemplifies should, like a mar- 
riage contract, not lightly be entered into. 
At the beginning we may properly survey 
the field and make some comparisons with 
other enterprises of a like nature under- 
taken by other societies. At the present 
the most conspicuous success of society 
journalism is the Journal of the American 
Medical Asssociation. 
this 
quite 12,000 copies and the contributions 
It is noth- 


The circulation of 


excellent publication now reaches 


are of an admirable character. 


ing but the truth to say that the American 
Medical Association, when it began to 
print its transactions in journal form, was 
a small and feeble organization. No one 
will now deny that its journal is its tower 
of strength. To return to the publication 
of its transactions in the old form is not to 
be considered The first 
the Journal of the American 


vas issued July % 


for an instant. 
number of 


Medical 


1883. 


Association 
In the issue of July 14, 1883, the 
Treasurer, Dr. Richard J. Dunglison, pre- 
sents his report from which some details, 
interesting to the members of our Society 
at this time, may be drawn. 

On the debit side of his account we 
learn that he received dues amounting to 
$4,535.00, showing that the total member- 
ship of the representative medical organi- 
zation of the United States, with its 70,000 
regular physicians, was at that time 907. 
The balance on hand at the close of the 
year was $903.68, showing that the society 
after an existence of thirty-five years had 
accumulated less than $1,000.00. 

On the credit side we learn that the cost 
of printing the last volume of Transac- 
Each 


week now the asssociation expends for its 


tions, that of 1882, was $1,534.54. 


journal a sum nearly equal to its former 
annual expenditure for a volume of trans- 
actions. 

Now, as to the condition of the Illinois 
State Medical Society at the time when it 
undertakes the publication of its transac- 
tions in monthly journal form, we find 
that the average paying membership for 
The 


average amount expended for the yearly 


the past three years has been 510. 


volume of transactions has been about 


$800. Back of the 510 active members of 
the State Medical Society are the 8,000 or 


more physicians of the state who should 
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be and who we hope soon will be interested 
in the work of the society and supporters 
of its publication. It will readily be seen 
from the facts above given that the society 
is certainly in-as good position for its new 
venture as was the American Medical As- 
sociation when it began to journalize. It 
is in even better position, for our Society 
undertakes a monthly publication only 
while the national society undertook a 
weekly, with comparatively no more re- 
sources than we have now. Moreover, we 
run no financial risks in our venture, since 
the total cost of 1,000 copies monthly of 
the journal will be less than the cost of 
issuing 600 volumes of Transactions con- 
taining about one-half the amount of mat- 
ter. K. 





OF ASSISTANCE TO LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE. 


The decision to publish the State Soci- 
ety proceedings in journal form is a wise 
In addi- 


tion to publishing the proceedings it will 


one and the results will prove it. 


afford a valuable and much needed means 
of communication witli the members. The 
difficulty and expense of communicating 
with the profession in any effort where co- 
operation is necesssary bas made it imprac- 
ticable to attempt many things which 
should have been done and imperiled the 
success of those which were undertaken. 
For example take the work of the Commit- 
tee on Medical Legislation during the past 
three years. If we had had a journal the 
work of that committee could have been 
done much more efficiently and economi- 
cally. The work of this committee has only 
fairly begun. The medical practice act 
which has just gone into effect will fail of 
its purpose unless sustained by the best pro- 
fessional sentiment of the physicians of the 
state. To this end it is necessary to bring 
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the profession into closer touch with the 
State Board of Health and each other. 

This board is a creation of the Illincis 
State Medical Society. If it has not at all 
times been in close affinity with the State 
Society, it is because the Society has be- 
come estranged from the oard and not 
the Board from the Society. The relations 
now existing between these two bodies are 
most cordial, all the eligible members of 
the Board now being members of the So- 
ciety. 

The new medical practice act will meet 
with much opposition from without the 
ranks of the profession and covert attacks 
from within. The Board will need the 
sustaining influence of the prefessional 
sentiment in inforcing the law, otherwise 
it will fail in its work of purifying the 
ranks of the professon. The Society Jour- 
nal will make this possible. This reason 
alone is sufficient for its existence.  P. 

PEF FSE EOYs a ~~ en 
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To the Editor: 

We can not help but regard the decision 
of our society to publish its transactions in 
journal form as an advance step. There 
are about 8,000 regular practitioners in the 
state of Illinois, and yet how few of them 
are known to any one man. The Illinois 
State Medical Society is supposed to repre- 
sent these practitioners, but less than 10 
per cent of them are enrolled as its member- 
ship. It has been evident for a number of 
years that the great body of regular practi- 
tioners was not interested sufficiently in the 
work of the state society to become mem- 
bers of it. This no doubt is largely due to a 
lack of acquaintance with its aims and 
work. There is need that more active and 
comprehensive measures be undertaken for 
the unification of the profession. Through 
a journal this can be done. It is true that 


we have already quite as many medical 
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journals as there should be, and, in fact, 
some could be well dispensed with. How- 
ever, there is no journal which represents 
this society. In fact there is no editor in 
the state of Illinois who has the interests of 
the Illinois State Medical Society primarily 
at heart. Consequently the society gets 
little or no assistance from existing jour 
nals, and it is forced to establish one which 
will be distinctly its own. 


In the past the Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety has had only two ways of approach- 
ing the membership. First, the annua! 
meeting. Second, cireulars and letters writ- 
ten by its officers and committeemen. Such 
circulars and letters are extremely wnsatis- 
factory, and at the same time expensive. 


With a journal all cireular communica- 
tions and many letters will naturally ap- 
pear in its columns, and all will look there 
for information. 


We would like to call special attention to 
the desirability of the state society making 
a thorough canvass of the physicians of the 
state. 


It would be desirable to put a good man, 
preferably a doctor, on the road to take sub- 
scriptions for the Journal and memberships 
in the society, and incidentally to tabulate 
each man’s position regarding the work of 
the state society. The state society as a body 
should have a report of every regular prac- 
titioner in the state. We should know why 
he does not belong to the society. Whether 
or not he belongs to a local or other medi- 
eal society. Whether there is a local medi- 
sal society to which he could belong, and if 
there is no society near him, what the pros- 
pects are for organizing a medical society 
in his locality. Such a canvass of the state, 
taking in every regular practitioner, would 
increase the membership in the state so- 
ciety many fold. Such a representative 
traveling over the state could easily make 
his arrangements so as to attend the meet- 
ing of every medical society, and could 
bring back to the society’s annual meeting 
a report of all local societies. All this infor- 
mation should be kept on file in the office 


of the secretary and a bureau of valuable 
information established. 


These suggestions were made to the com- 
mittee which considered the adoption of the 
Journal plan for the ensuing year at Cairo. 
More recently, President Matthews at the 
meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion made similar recommendation for that 
body in his annual address. 

We quote from his address as follows: 

“Let a suitable man be selected, prefer- 
ably a doctor, to travel in its interest, there- 
by increasing the membership of the asso- 
ciation. This agent, secretary, assistant 
secretary, or whatever you may choose to 
eall him, to solicit subscriptions for the 
Journal and encourage membership. He 
should visit the meeting of each state so- 
ciety, district and county society, besides 
calling on individual members of the pro- 
fession. Of course, only those who are in- 
dorsed by accepted or recognized organiza- 
tions can become members of this associa- 
tion. There are many hundreds of worthy 
physicians in the United States who would 
readily join the mother society if properly 
approached. Many, very many of them 
are ignorant of the manner of becoming 
members. It may be urged that the salary 
necessary to secure such an agent would be 
too large to justify the employment of such. 
In refutation I would urge that by such in- 
dividual solicitation many more would be 
added to the membership than would be 
necessary to pay said salary, and they 
would become permanent members. It can 
be said, especially to young men, that the 
mere wearing of the button of the associa- 
tion adds dignity and confidence. Then, 
too, it can truthfully be asserted that the 
Journal alone is worth more than the sum 
paid for membership. By this means I am 
sure that the treasury would be so increased 
as to enable the Journal to be the peer of 
any published. Besides, our ranks would 
be so increased as to make this association 
not only the largest, but the most import- 
ant in all the world.” 


That part of the work of suck a canvass 
of the state as relates to medical societies 
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and their organization would naturally fall 
to the committee on medical societies, for 
supervision. 

This brings us to the further thought 
that each of the standing committees of the 
society should have a department in the 
Journal devoted to its work. In this way 
the committees could keep the membership 
informed as to their work, and the mem- 
bership would know what each committee 
was doing. This would give us several good 
departments which could be made of great 
interest and profit. 

The committee on Medical 
could always keep us posted on the work of 
the various societies in the state, and 
through the Journal could give material 
aid to the formation of new societies. 

The committee on Medical Legislation 
would have a much better opportunity to 
secure the co-operation of the profession 
through a journal than through circulars, 
which they have had to depend on in the 
past. 

The committee on Necrology and Bio- 
graphy could always furnish the Journal 
with interesting reading. In fact, each 
committee would be able to furnish during 
the year much interesting matter relating to 
its special department of work in connec- 
tion with the state society. 

We are heartily in favor of this Journal, 
and have no doubt our energetic secretary 
will make it a success if he can secure the 
co-operation of the society membership. 

In brief, it should be the aim of our so- 
ciety to become personally acquainted with 
every regular practitioner and every regu- 
lar medical society in the state of Lllinois. 
With the assistance of a well organized 
journal this can be accomplished during the 
next few years. 


Societies 


Carl E. Black. 
Jacksonville, Il., June 23. 


The Jenner Medical College has decided 
to waive the exemption of its graduates 
from state examination. The college has 


concluded to become a member of the As- 
sociation of American Medical Colleges. 
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The Publication committee of the Medi- 
cal Society of the State of California, is to 
be congratulated upon the early appearance 
of the current year’s volume of the Trans- 
actions. The Society meeting was in April. 
It is a handsomely hound volume of 410 
pages. 


The Illinois Society for the Prevention 
of Consumption was organized in Chicago, 
June 20, under the auspices of the Chicago 
Medical Society. The purpose of the So- 
ciety, as stipulated in its constitution, is a 
crusade against tuberculosis among human 
beings as well as among cattle, and urge 
prompt legislation in Illinois to that end. 
The formation of the society was declared 
to be the result of the recent public awaken- 
ing to the danger of tuberculosis. The pur- 
poses of the Society as set forth in the arti- 
cle, embodied in the constitution and pre- 
sented by Dr. Reynolds, was as follows: 


This society is formed for the pur- 
pose of preventing tuberculosis by the 
education of public opinion and _ the 
stimulation of individual initiative by 
means of a central bureau for the collection 
of information as to modes of diffusion of 
tuberculosis and measures of prevention; 
by the circulation of pamphlets and leaflets 
setting forth in plain language the results 
of scientific investigation of the above 
points; by publie lectures by persons ap- 
proved by the society; by addresses at con- 
gresses and other public gatherings; by co- 
operation with other societies having for 
their object the promotion of public health; 
by securing the co-operation of the press; 
by the helding of: periodical congresses and 
the issue of annual reports; by the promo- 
tion of the establishment on a self-support- 
ing basis of oven-air sanatoria for tubercu- 
lous patients; by influencing legislatures, 
city councils, and other public authorities 
on matters relating to the prevention of 
tuberculosis. 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

The offiecrs of the society were elected 
as follows: 

President—John McLaren. 

First Vice President—Dr. W. A. Evans. 

Second Vice President—Dr. Theodore 
Klebs. 

Third Vice President—Dr. A. H. Baker. 

Secretary—Dr. John A. Robison. 

Treasurer—Elbridge Keith. 

Counselor—John P. Wilson. 

Trustees—For one year, Dr. Frank Pil- 
lings, Dr. J. B. Murphy, Dr. T. W. Miller, 
A. H. Baker, Dr. Joseph Hughes; for two 
years, Mayor C. H. Harrison, Otto Young, 
Dr. N. 8. Davis; L. O. Goddard, Dr. A. R. 
Edwards; for three years, Arthur Dixon, 
D. B. Seully, E. B. Guler, John B. Sher- 
man. 





The organization of the society was pre- 
ceded by a meeting of the Chicago Medical 
Society, at which a committee on tubercu- 
losis, appointed last December, reported on 
means for the formation of a tuberculosis 
society. The report was adopted. 


In 1897 the Pennsylvania State Medical 
Society began to isevc its Transactions in 
monthly journal form. After two years’ 
trial of this plan the trustees at the annual 
meeting held in May reported on this sub- 
ject as follows: “On account of the gen- 
eral favor and success of the publication of 
the transactions of the society in the form 
of a monthly journal, which has tended to 
unite the membership more closely and to 
stimulate a livelier interest in the proceed- 
ings of the society through out the profes- 
sion of the state, the board recommends 
that the publication of the Transactions of 
the Society be continued in the present 
form, and that the board of trustees be au- 
thorized, for advantageous reasons, to exe- 
cute a contract for two years, upon the 
same terms as paid during the past year.” 

Regarding the policy of the Journal the 
following report is made by the committee 
on publication; the society’s Transactions 
were given wide publicity, and its readers 
greatly increased, for many of the papers 


were reproduced or abstracted in other jour- 
nals. 

By reason of the increase in the size of 
the Journal, the transactions of the meet- 
ing at Lancaster required only about one- 
half the space available. A large portion 
of the remaining space was devoted to the 
publication of the more important sapers 
read at meetings of county societies 
throughout the state. This feature, it is be- 
lieved, is a valuable one to both the State 
Medical Society and the affiliated 
county societies. Should the number 
of papers offered increase during the 


coming year, in the same ratio as 
during the past, a further increase 


in the size of the Journal will become neces- 
sary in order that they may be published. 

In publishing the addresses and papers, 
the same method has been pursued as dur- 
ing the year before, the order of publica- 
tion being in keeping with the program of 
the meeting, except in the case of those ad- 
dresses or articles already published in 
other journals; these were held until all the 
others were published, after which they 
were inserted under the heading of “Sec- 
ondary Department of official transac- 
tions.” This plan, it is believed, is a just 
one to all concerned, for under it, the earli- 
est possible publication of all papers is as- 
sured. Reprints, whenever desired, have 
been furnished at cost, the advertising 
pages, have, as heretofore, been kept free 
from all advertisements of proprietary, 
trademarked or patented medicines. The 
revenue of the Journal has thus been kept 
within ethical bounds, but in consequence 
at a comparatively low ebb. 

The committee again respectfully recom- 
mends that all addresses and papers read at 
the annual meetings, be first published in 
the official organ of the society, this rule, 
however, not to prevent the publication of 
abstracts in other journals. 


The committee recommends, in conclu- 
sion, that a reporter be appointed by each 
County Medical Society, whose name shall 
appear on the editorial page of the Journal, 
and whose duty it shall be to furnish ab- 
stracts of the proceedings of the County 
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Society, notes, and other matters of inter- 
est to this society. 

The salaries paid by the Pennsylvania 
State Medical Society are: Secretary, $300; 
treasurer, $150. For publishing 4,000 
copies per month of the Transactions in 
monthly journal. form the society pays 
$3,000 per annum. 

In 1898 the society appropriated $2,000 
to the Rush Monument fund to be held in 
trust by the board of trustees. The trustees 
have deposited this sum in a savings bank 
paying 3 per cent interest. 


Thursday, June 8, 1899, at the military 
school of Val de ¢ monument was 
unveiled to the memory of Baron Hippo- 
lyte Larrey, for many : 
pathological and clinical surgery in that 
school. Baron Hippolyte Larrey was the 
son of that Baron Jean Larrey who shed 
undying lustre on military surgery and who 


rrace a 


vears professor of 


was pronounced by Napoleon First the best 
of surgeons and the most honest man he 
had ever known. While his fame was 
somewhat overshadowed by that of his dis- 
tinguished father yet his devotion to scien- 
tifie truth, the honor of the medical profes- 
sion and the memory of his father, gave 
him a high place among his colleagues who 
have thus.honored his industrious life and 
pure character. 


Under the new medical practice act, the 
Board of Health of the state has adopted 
the following rules governing examina- 
tions: The board will require a diploma 
from some first-class recognized school of 
medicine; the applicant will be examined 
in anatomy, physiology, chemistry, path- 
ology, histology, obstetrics, diseases of 
women, materia medica and therapeutics, 
practice of medicine, hygiene and medieal 
jurisprudence. Applicants who do not ad- 
minister medicines either internally or ex- 
ternally, and who do not call themselves 
“physicians,” will be examined in anatomy, 
physiology, physiological chemistry, hist- 
ology, pathology and hygiene. 


Many practitioners labor under the mis- 
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taken impression that a renewal of license 
is necessary. Only those desiring to begin 
practice after July Ist are required to com- 
ply with the new law. 
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Dr. C. A. Winn has located in Spring- 
field. 

A new 
linville. 


hospital has been opened at Car- 


Dr. D. A. Drennan, of Pawnee, has lo- 
eated in Springfield. 
Dr. W. C. Johnson, late of Pawnee, has 


located in Springfield. 
T. Short has located in Grove 
Christian county. 


Dr. W. 
City, 

Dr. Thomas L. MeQuaide, of Dana, has 
removed to Mt. Vernon, Ill. 


Allen G. MeConkey, M. D., 


Lll., died June 13, aged 28 years. 


Modesta, 


Dr. C. Ti. McElfresh, Marion Sims Medi- 
cal college ’98, has located at Dawson. 

The Chicago College of Medicine, Sur- 
gery and Hygiene, has been incorporated. 

Business men of Sycamore held a meet- 
ing to take steps to establish a city hospital. 

Dr. H. H. Tuttle, of Springfield, is pur- 
suing post-graduate studies in Berlin, Ger- 
many. 

Fred O’Hara, M. D., Marion Sims 
Medical college ’99, has located in Spring- 
field. 

Dr. William F. Robinson, one of the in- 
structors of Rush Medical College, died on 
May 12. 


Dr. Cale W. Coe, of Grove 


formerly 
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City, has located in Stonington, Christian 
county. 


Dr. Charles H. Walters, formerly of 
Farmingdale, has located on North Fifth 
street, Springfield. 

The fourteen months old son of Dr. and 
Mrs. R. M. C. Ball, of Monmouth, died 
June 22 of pertussis. 

Dr. E. W. Olliver, of Wenena, has re- 
cently been taking post-graduate instruc- 
tions in New York city. 


Dr. Lee Hagler, Rush, °99, has located 
in Springfield and is associated with his 
brother, Dr. E. E. Hagler. 


Dr. John W. Cantrall, formerly of Mt. 
Auburn, Christian county, has located at 
Rochester, Sangamon county. 

It is reported that the senatorial investi- 
gating committee will inquire into the af- 
fairs of the Cook county hospital. 

The Champaign County Medical Society 
celebrated its fortieth anniversary by hold- 
ing a banquet at Beardsley recently. 

Steps have been taken to establish, in 
connection with the State University, a 
school for the instruction of municipal 
health officers. 

Dr. J. C. O'Conner, of Buffalo, was 
elected physician to the Sangamon county 
poor farm at the May meeting of the board 
of supervisors. 

It has been decided that hereafter all 
Cook county hospital physicians shall be re- 
quired to give their testimony free at all 
coroner's inquests, 

At the recent meeting of the Haneock 
County Medical Association, Dr. William 
Booz was elected president and Dr. R. L. 
Casburn, secretary. 


Dr. E. E. Perisho and Miss Jennie Me- 
Itinney, both of Ancona, were united in 
iaarriage at the Sherman House, Chicago, 
on the 27th of June. 

The practicing licenses of H. E. Colby, 
who has lived at 4 Kedzie avenue, and Wil- 
liam F. Hughes, 223 North Kedzie avenue, 
Chicago, were revoked. 

Dr. W. A. Brittin, formerly of Morri- 
sonville, Christian county, has located in 
Auburn, in the office made vacant by the 
death of Dr. S. C. Ham. 

\. W. Barker, M. D., Barnes’ Medical 
College ’99, has located in Springfield. He 
was elected city physician at the May meet- 
ing of county supervisors. 

Dr. J. F. Grinstead has been appointed 
surgeon in charge of the Wabash hospital 
at Springfield, vice Dr. P. H. Fithian, re- 
signed, effective July 1, 1899. 

Dr. William E. Quine has withdrawn his 
resignation as dean of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Illinois. 

Dr. Margaret Shutt, Corneil University 
99, is spending the summer at her home 
in Springfield. She will spend the coming 
winter in post-graduate studies abroad. 

Dr. J. S. Miller, wife and son, Dr. Sum- 
ner Miller, of Peoria, sailed for Europe 
Thursday, June 29, to attend clinics dur- 
ing the swr er and tour interesting locali- 
ties, 

Dr. E. J. Brown, of Decatur, returned 
May 25 from a two semesters study in 
Vienna. Dr. Brown was highly pleased 
with the facilities for medical study offered 
at the Austrian capital. 


Among the new members of the State 
Medical Society in Sangamon county are 
Drs. N. B. Gardner, of Loami; T. A. Me- 
Taggert, of Pawnee, and J. M. Duncan, of 








Pawnee. These gentlemen attended the 
meeting at Cairo. 

Dr. 8. E. Munson, formerly located in 
Mt. Pulaski, has returned from Vienna, 
where he has been taking clinical work in 
the Allegemeines Krankenhaus. His wife, 
and daughter Mary, born in Germany, ac- 
company him. 

The Rush Medical College held its com- 
mencement exercises on Thursday after- 
noon, May 25. Rev. Andrew Morrissey, 
president of the -Notre Dame University, 
delivered the address to the graduates, of 
which there were 167. The Alumni asso 
ciation gave its annual banquet at the Audi- 
torium. 


The Illinois University at Champaign is 
at present engaged in a study of the ground 
waters of the state, i. e., waters from wells, 
springs, tile drains, ete., the purpose of in- 
vestigating the nature of the ground water 
supplies, as regards their wholesomeness 
for domestic uses, and their servicability 
for industrial purposes. The department 
of Chemistry of the university, by which 
this water survey is conducted, would be 
glad to obtain information concerning the 
location of springs, flowing wells, ete., and 
particularly as to the depths at which good 
waters are found in the various sections of 
the state. 


Dr. B. F. Fowler, of Galena, Ill., died 
July 16, aged 74. He was a physician of 
that city for thirty-five years and widely 
known in Masonie, Odd _ Fellow, and 
Knights. of Pythias circles. As an alder- 
man, member of the board of edueation, as 
president of the Grant Birthday associa- 
tion, as an officer in different orders, as vice 
president of the Jo Daviess County Medi 
cal association, as €xamining surgeon of the 
Pension bureau, as a citizen and practicing 


physician, he was noted and _ his services 


greatly appreciated. He is survived by his 
widow, sons, Dr. Charles A. Fowler, Belle- 
Jr., ex-Attorney- 


vue, Ia.; B. F. Fowler, 
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General, Cheyenne, Wyo.; daughters Al- 
mira M. Fowler, Mrs. Anna Rogers, both 
of Galena, and Mrs. G,. T. Budrow, of 
Cheyenne, Wyo., and brother, Dr. H. M. 
Fowler, Scalesmound, Ill. Burial with Ma- 
sonic honors. 


At the meeting of the State Board of 
Ilealth, recently held in Chicago, consider- 
able interest was manifested by the mem- 
bers concerning the course of instruction 
for local health ofticers, which is now being 
given by the Ohio State University to the 
health officers of Ohio, acting upon the sug- 
gestion and under the advice of the State 
Board of Health. “As in Illinois, so many 
health officials are laymen, who naturally 
are deficient in sanitary and hygienic attain- 
ments, the board considered that * course 
at one of the universities of the state rela- 
tive to the disposal of sewage, also a better 
knowledge of water supplies, milk and meat 
inspection, disinfectants and disinfecting, 
hygiene, and sanitation in general, especial- 
ly if municipalities would appoint none but 
men who presented certificates of qualifica- 
tion. The board, therefore, in a resolution, 
heartily approved of the idea and recom- 
mended its adoption ‘nm Illinois. 

The bacteriological department of the 
University of Illinois is conducting some 
interesting experiments for the State Board 
of Health, upon the disinfection of rooms 
and other apartments. These tests are made 
by the use of formaldehyde, by various 
methods. Artificial cultures of several 
virulent germs are exposed in rooms, which 
are then treated for a given length of time 
with the disinfecting material, and the re- 
sults upon the germs so exposed are after- 
ward determined. The work so far shows 
that the process may be entirely successful 
if the bacteria are in a moist condition, but 
if dry they are not usually killed. In in- 
fected rooms, railway coaches, ete., the con- 
taminating germs of diphtheria, measles, 
tuberculosis, or pathogenic kinds of bac- 
teria, are mostly in the dry state, and any 
process of disinfection must kill them in 
that condition. 
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List of members in attendance at the S. M. Wylie, Paxton. 





1899 (in order of registration). 
E. W. Weis, Ottawa. 
W. F. Grinstead, Cairo. 
W. K. MeLaughlin, Jacksonville. 
J. C. Sullivan, Cairo. 
G. N. Kreider, Springfield. 
John H. Hollister, Chicago. 
E. P. (ook, Mendota. 
George F. Butler, Chicago. 
J. N. Hopkins, Burnt Prairie. 
A. C. Cotton, Chicago. 
Carl E. Black, Jacksonville. 
J. W. Hairgrove, Jacksonville. 
D. W. Edmiston, Clinton. 
H. MeKennan, Paris. 
F. B. Pitner, Clay City. 
G. T. Ragan, Neoga. 
H. A. Chapin, White Hall. 
Charles B. Johnson, Champaign. 
Chas. D. Center, Quincy. 
Frank P. Norbury, Jacksonville. 
Thomas J. Pitner, Jacksonville. 
H. 8. Worthly, Elwood. 
L. P. Baltzer, Cairo. 
J. A. Egan, Springfield. 
J. A. Baughman, Neoga. 
J. W. Murfin, Vernon. 
J. S. Morton, Vernon. 
W. W. Murfin, Patoka. 
J. D. Camerer, Kinmundy. 
J. W. Pettit, Ottawa. 
George W. Webster, Chicago. 
A. I. Bouffleur, Chicago. 
E. IH. Ochsner, Chicago. 
D. W. Graham, Chicago. 
Chas. True, Kankakee. 
Elbert Wing, Chicago. 
J. E. Palmquist, DeKalb. 
T. W. Williams, Casey. 
N. W. Haslit, Dalson. 
Frances Dickinson, Chicago. 
Daniel R. Brower, Chicago. 
M. L. Harris, Chicago. 
A. E. Halstead, Chicago. 
Denslew Lewis, Chicago. 
Wm. H. Wilder, Chicago. 
Sam B. Cary, Cairo. 
P. H. McRaven, McClure. 
W. J. Fernald, Rantoul. 


Cairo meeting, May 16th, 17th and 18th, FE. J. Senn, Chicago. 


Hugh T. Patrick, Chicago. 
John E. Allaben, Rockford. 
H. W. Woodruff, Joliet. 

W. X. Sudduth, Chicago. 

T. W. Werner, Joliet. 

H. M. Leeds, Allendale. 
Arthur R. Elhott, Chicago. 
A. G. Mizell, New Burnside. 
M. L. Winstead, Dongola. . 
3. F. Wilson, Cairo. 

S. C. Hall, Omaha. 

J. Homer Coulter, Chicago. 
W. S. Caldwell, Freeport. 

I. N. Bourland, Equality. 

R. J. MeMurray, Linn. 

Kffie L. Lobdell, Chicago. 

O. B. Will, Peoria. 

A. A. Bondurant, Cairo. 

John B. Young, Golconda. 
H. W. MeCoy, Goleonda. 

J. A. Womack, Karbers Ridge. 
©. 8. Blackman, Hicks. 

W. J. Chenoweth, Decatur. 

T. Gaffner, Trenton. 

J. D. Hart, Simpson. 

M. J. Kerley, Simpson. 

H. W. Hunt, Chicago. 

J. A. Helm, Metropolis. 

F. E.Wallace, Monmouth. 

J. F. Dieus, Streator. 

W. C. Clark, Cairo. 

Joseph Robbins, Quincy. 

IH. C. Jones, Decatur. 

J. B. Maxwell, Mt. Carmel. 
Chas. C. Hunt, Dixon. 

Geo. C. Baker, Woburn. 
John T. McAnally, Carbondale. 
O. M. Slater, Garrett. 

©. 8. Brown, Chicago. 

G. A. Clotfelter, Hillsboro. 
Wm. M. S* arp, New Douglas. 
Carl Wagner, Chicago. 
Jacob Schneck, Mt. Carmel. 
J. C. Harmon, Rantoul. 

C. W. Putney, School. 

C. Barlow, Robinson. 

Bertha Van Hoosen, Chicago. 
J. J. Rendleman, Cairo. 

Karl Doepfner, Chicago. 








H. W. Chapman, White Hall. 
C. W. Cargill, Mason City. 
J. W. Boling, Omaho. 

Henry F. Lewis, Chicago. 

R. H. Henry, Peotone. 

A. C. Corr, Carlinville. 

A. K. Van Horne, Jerseyville. 
T. A. MeTaggard, Pawnee. 
D. W arson Crear, Jonesboro. 
Allen T. Haight, Chicago. 

L. D. Keith, Anna. 
Maximilian Herzog, Chicago. 
H. V. Ferrell, Carterville. 
J. I. Hale, Anna: 

N. M. Fringer, Pana. 

H. C. Maitehell, Carbondale. 
Alex. Hugh Ferguson, Chicago. 
M. Meyerovitz, Chicago. 
Chas. B. Reed, Chicago. 

E. Wyllys Andrews, Chicago. 
Harold N. Moyer, Chicago. 
Kk. M. Sutton, Peoria. 

Bayard Holmes, Chicago. 

J. T. Lloyd, Pulaski. 

C. M. Galbraith, Carbondale. 
A. M. Lee, Carbondale. 

J. M. Dunean, Pawnee. 

J. R. Kewley, Chicago. 
Thomas Morgan, Goreville. 
I. N. Danforth, Chicago. 

J. W. Boyles, Clay City. 

J. F. Hangan, Mound City. 
Kk. V. Hale, Anna. 

Geo. S. Edmonson, Maroa. 
Simon Willard, Mound City. 
S. C. Martin, Anna. 

F. H. Jenks, Elgin. 


e 


HEIR OF A REVOLU- 
TIONARY HERO. 


ALLEGED 


Gen. Hugh Mercer, to whose estate lit- 
tle Leslie Davidson, the Louisville waif, is 
said to be an heir, was one of the bravest 
soldiers of the revolutionary war. When 
the shot was fired at Coneord “that echoed 
round the world” he was a physician at 
Fredericksburg, Va. He at once gave up 
his practice and organized three regiments 
of minute men. He was killed on the bat- 
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after 


tle ground of Princeton, in 1776, 
having been captured by the British. His 
youngest son, Colonel Hugh Mercer, was, 
by provision of Congress, educated at the 
expense of the United States government. 
In 1854 he was still living on his estates at 
Fredericksburg, at the age of 89. 


peer 
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Dr. and Mrs. Starkweather have re- 
turned from Europe and are at the Audi- 
torium for the summer. 

The wedding of Miss Bertha Felsenthal 
and Dr. Edward A. Fischkin took place 
Thursday at the residence of the bride’s 
parents, the Rev. and Mrs. Bernhard Fel- 
senthal, 3309 Rhodes avenue. 
will leave for 
be absent six 


Dr. Daniel R. Brower 
Honolulu on Friday, to 
weeks. 

Miss Anna R. Bentley and Dr. George 
J. Dennis were married on Wednesday at 
f the bride’s brother, Mr. 
Cyrus Bentley, at Elmhurst. Dr. and Mrs. 
Dennis will spend the summer in Europe 
and will be at home after Jan. 1 at the La- 
kota hotel. 


the residence 


Dr. and Mrs. V. A. Bergeron announce 
the wedding of their daughter, Miss Lo- 
retta Blanche Bergeron, to Mr. Charles 


Mr. and 
Mrs. Messinger will be at home after July 
15 at 801 Turner avenue. 


Frederic Messinger on Thursday 


The closest examination of applicants de- 
siring to practice medicine in Illinois will 
When the new amendment to 
the corporation act becomes operative, on 
July 1, Attorney John A. Barnes, counsel 
for the board, will take up the fight against 
“fake” medical schools and other institu- 
tions which have been selling diplomas 
without requiring sufficient evidence of 


be made. 


qualification on the part of the applicant. 
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THE DOCTOR. 


The doctor is a useful man, 
Constructed on a noble plan; 
He’s sometimes fat and sometimes lean, 
And sometimes just half way between, 
But none confers more blessings than 
The doctor. 


The doctor goes and lingers where 
Men’s moanings freight the fetid air; 
Where’er he can, he gives relief, 
In sickness and as well in grief; 
Ah, ill could we poor mortals spare 

The doctor! 


He may some stately palace own, 
All silk inside and outside stone; 
But still, in healing human woes, 
Like some baseburner stove he goes, 
And never sleeps—as far as known— 
The doctor. 


We may not know him when this shell 
Of clay befits the spirit well, 
But when the spirit doth protest 
Against the flesh that doth invest, 
Our griefs in confidence we tell 
The doctor. 


The doctor is a generous man, 
But people cheat him when they can; 
They have their health restored ‘‘on trust,”’ 
And pay him sometimes when they must, 
And swear no bill is bigger than 


The doctor’s. 
—Columbus, O., Dispatch. 





The Aesculapian claims to be the oldest 
medical society west of the Alleghenies, be- 
ing chartered in 1847; the fiftieth anniver- 
sary was observed in May, 1897, at Cham- 
paign. The society divides its work into 
three sections: Section one, materia medica 
and therapeutics and practice of medicine; 
section two, surgery and obstetrics; section 
three, etiology and medical jurisprudence. 

The Illinois State Board of Health has 
just issued a small volume of sixty pages on 
the *™oisonous Plants of the United 
States.’ The publication and distribution 
of this little volume is to be commended. It 
is nicely illustrated by original drawings 
from authentic specimens of the important 
poisonous species. What will interest the 
physicians most is the treatment prescribed 
and the antidotes to be administered. 


PRESERVE THE JOURNAL. 





Members of the Society and profession 
would do well to preserve this issue of 
the Journat. The edition is limited and 
every copy printed will be mailed to some 
person with the hope that he will become 
a subscriber and a member of the Society. 
If you do not desire to become a subscriber 
to the Jovurnax please inform the Secre- 
tary so that he may know where copies 
may be obtained for those who may wish 
to obtain them. He will, of course, pay 
for them at the regular price, 25 cents for 
each copy. 

Officers of the different county, district 
and city medical societies will confer a 
favor on the Journay by sending at once 
a list of the members, names of officers and 
the next place of meeting. 

Le sure to mention the State Medical 
Society to your neighboring colleagues. 
Show them the Journat and ask them to 
join the Society. Young men, particu- 
larly, should become identified with the 
Society. 

Members of local societies can become 
members of the State Society by sending 
$3.00 to the Treasurer, Dr. G. N. Kreider, 
Springfield. He has, or will have, certi- 
fied copies of the membership of each local 
society, and in this manner the old plan of 
certificates will be avoided. 





The efforts of the State Board of Live 
Stock Commissioners have tested numer- 
ous herds of cattle throughout the State, 
in many of them, animals apparently 
healthy, have reacted to the tuberculin. 
The publicity given these tests has created 
great consternation among the laity. In 
many families the use of milk has been en- 
tirely abandoned. 





Doctors should “drink less, breathe more; 
eat less, chew more; ride less, walk more; 
clothe less, bathe more; worry less, work 
more; waste less, give more; write less, read 
more; preach less, practice more.” 





Soa 
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AESCULAPIAN SOCIETY OF THE WABASH 
VALLEY. 


President, J. D. Mandeville, Philo. 

Vice President, J. P. Worrell, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Secretary and Treasurer, H. McKennan, 
Paris. 

Chairman of Section One, L. J. Weir, 
West York. 

Chairman of Section Two, J. C. Dodds, 
Tolono. 

Chairman of Section Three, Z. T. Baum, 
Paris. 

The next meeting will be held at Paris, 
Oct. 26, 1899. 


BRAINARD DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, Dr. F. M. Coppell, Havana. 

Vice President, Dr. J. A. Barnett, Lin- 
coln. 

Secretary, Dr. Katharine Miller, Lin- 
coln. 

Treasurer, Dr. Charles C. Reed, Lin- 
coln. 

Meetings held the fourth Thursday of 
January, April, July and October. Next 
meeting at Mason City. 


CHAMPAIGN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, Dr. W. F. Burres, Sidney. 

Vice President, Dr. J. C. Dodds, Tolono. 

Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. John 
Laughlin, Rantoul. 

Meets monthly at Champaign. 


CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


President, J. C. Hoag. 

First Vice President, H. B. Favill. 
Second Vice President, H. T. Patrick. 
Treasurer, S. C. Plummer. 
Secretary, A. R. Edwards. 


CHICAGO PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


President, Dr. Ludvig Hektoen. 
Vice President, Dr. Emil Ries. 
Treasurer, Dr. F. B. Earle. 
Secretary, Dr. George H. Weaver. 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, Dr. W. H. Hoskinson, Trim- 
ble. 

Vice President, Dr. C. H. Voorhees, 
Hutsonville. 

Treasurer, Dr. C. Barlow, Robinson. 

Secretary, John Weir, West Union. 

Meetings second Thursday in July, Sep- 
tember, November, January, March and 


May. 


DE WITT COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, D. W. Edmiston, M. D., Clin- 
ton. 

Secretary, John A. Tyler, M. D., Clin- 
ton. 

Censors, J. M. Wilcox, M. D., Clinton; 
A. L. Morris, M. D., Farmer City; A. E. 
Campbell, M. D., Clinton. 

Quarterly meetings second Tuesday in 
January, April, July, October. 


DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ILLI- 
NOIS. 

President, Dr. Baxter Haynes, Hurri- 
cane. 

First Vice President, Dr. M. W. Staples, 
Grove City. 

Second Vice President, Dr. T. J. L. 
Catherwood, Shelbyville. 

Secretary, Dr. J. N. Nelms, Taylorville. 

Meets on last Tuesday in April and Oc- 
tober. 


GALVA DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, W. A. Grove, Galva. 

Vice President, M. T. Ward, Toulon. 

Secretary and Treasurer, C. W. Hall, Ke- 
wanee. 

Board of Census, F. A. Guthrie, Aledo; 
S. Thompson, Galva; H. N. Heflin, Ke- 
wanee. i 

Meets annually at Galva the first Tues- 
day of May. 


LASALLE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


President, William C. Putney, Serena. 
Vice President, G. A. Dicus, Streator. 
Secretary-Treasurer, E. H. Butterfield. 
Meets annually. 
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MACOUPIN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President, J. S. Collins, Carlinville. 
Vice President, F. C. Barto, Plainview. 
Secretary, J. P. Matthews, Carlinville. 
Meetings semi-annually, third Tuesday 
1 April and October. 

MORGAN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


President, Dr. L. J. Harvey, Griggsville. 
Vice President, Dr. J. W. Hairgrove, 


Jacksonville. 


Treasurer, Dr. E. F. Baker, Jackson- 
ville. 

Secretary, Dr. Carl E. Black, Jackson- 
ville. 

Librarian, Dr. H. C. ¢ 
ville. 

Meetings held the second Tuesday of 


‘ampbell, Jackson- 


each month in Jacksonville. 


NORTH CENTRAL ILLINOIS MEDICAL ASSOCI- 
ATION, 

President, Dr. James Tweddale, Wash- 
burn. 

First Vice President, Dr. L. G. Thomp- 
son, Lacon. 

Treasurer and Secretary, | 
Ensign, Rutland. 

Second Vice President, Dr. F. C. Robin- 
son, W yanet. 

Assistant Secretary, Dr. G. A. Dicus, 
Streator. 

Meets first Tuesday in December annual- 
lv. Next place of meeting, Mendota. 


Yr. William O. 


NORTH CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President, Dr. Carl Wagner. 
Vice President, Dr. A. Belcham Keyes. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. John N. 
Washington. 
Meetings on the first and third Mondays 
of every month. 
OTTAWA CITY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President, Dr. J. C. Hatheway. 
Vice President, Dr. E. H. Butterfield. 
Secretary, Dr. William A. Pike. 
Meets monthly. 


PEORIA CITY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President, Dr. Wm. T. Sloan, Peoria. 
Secretary, Dr. H. M. Sedgewick, Peoria. 


The next meeting of the society will be 
September next, and after that it will be 
I ) 
continued monthly, as usual. 


THE CHICAGO ORTHOPEDIC SOCIETY. 
Secretary, Dr. F. 8. Coolidge. 
The society meets nae 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

President, J. O. DeCourey, M. D., St. 
Liboy. 

Secretary, C. G. Rayhill, M. D., Belle- 
ville. 

Assistant Secretary, J. I. Hale, M. D., 
Alto Pass. 

Treasurer, H. L. Gault, M. D., Sparta. 

Meetings semi-annually. 


THE FOX RIVER VALLEY MEDICAL ASSOCI- 
ATION, . 
President, Dr. C. L. Smith, Aurora. 
Vice President, Dr. J. E. Bumstead, 
Dundee. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. M. M. Robbins, 
Aurora. 
Meets in May at Elgin and in November 
at Aurora. 


THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

President, Dr. George L. Winn, Rock- 
ford. 

Vice President, Dr. T. 
ford. 

Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. J. E. Alla- 
ben, Rockford. 

Annual meeting on the second Tuesday 
of January of each year and other meetings 
monthly. All meetings held at Rockford. 


N. Miller, Rock- 


WARREN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President, Dr. E. J. Blair, Monmouth. 
First Vice President, Dr. E. L. Mitchell, 

Roseville. 

Second Vice President, Dr. J. W. Stand- 
ley, Alexis. 

Secretary, Dr. A. G. Patton, Monmouth. 

Treasurer, Miss A. R. Nichol, Mon- 
mouth. 

At the last meeting held in Monmouth, 
June 16 ult., the constitution was changed 
to provide for two meetings a year viz: the 
first Friday in May and November. 


j 
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Next Annual Meeting ~—» 
win ve ret io SPLIN YG Field wu. 
Third Tuesday of May 


AND TWO SUCCEEDING DAYS (Viz: 22d, 23d and 24th), 1900. 


Officers and Committees for the Year 1899-1900. 


OFFICERS: 


HAROLD N. MOYER, Chicago 
J. T. MCANALLY, Carbondale 


WELLER VAN-HOOK, Chicago 
EDMUND W. WEIS, Ottawa 


B. B. GRIFFITH, Springfield 
GEORGE N. KREIDER, Springfield 


SECTION ONE. 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE, MEDICAL 


SPECIALTIES, MATERIA MEDICA AND 


THERAPEUTICS. 
H.C. Mitchell.... .Chairman 
Carbondale. 
Charles D. Center .....Secretary 
Quincy. 


SECTION TWO. 
SuRGerRy, SURGICAL SPECIALTIES, 
AND OBSTETRICS 
Denslow Lewis - 

Chicago. 
C. E. Black Secretary 
Jacksonville. 


Chairman 


SECTION THREE. 


ETIOLOGY, STATE MEDICINE AND MED- 


ICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 
George F. Butler Chairman 
Chicago. 

W. J. Fernald. .. Secretary 
Rantoul. 


COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL 
LEGISLATION. 
J. W. Pettit, Ottawa, Chairman. 
Joseph Robbins, Quincy. 
W.H. Wilder, Chicago. 
J. A. Egan, Springfield. 
The President, Ex-Officio. 


COMMITTEE ON NECROLOGY AND 
BioaraPny. 
John H. Holl‘ ster, Chicago. 
O. B. Will, Peoria. 
E. J. Brown, Decatur. 


COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL 
Societies. 
C. W. Fall, Kewanee. 
J. A. Baughman, Neoga. 
J. O. DeCourcy, East St. Louis. 


COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION, 
(Ex-Officio.) 


George N. Kreider, Springfield. 


B. B. Griffith, Springfield. 


Executive Committee. 
(Ex-Officio.) 

H. N. Moyer, Chicago. 
Edmund W. Weis, Ottawa. 
E. P. Bartlett, Springfield. 
H.C. Mitchell, Carbondale. 
Denslow Lewis, Chicago. 
Geo. F. Butler, Chicago. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 
Edmund W. Weis, Ottawa. 
H. N. Moyer, Chicago. 


George N. Kreider, Springfield. 


PRESIDENT 


First VICE PRESIDENT 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
PERMANENT SECRETARY 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


TREASURER 


COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS. 
Springfield. 
E. P. Bartlett; Chairman, Sp'gf'd. 
J. N. Dixon, Springfield. 
L. C. Taylor, Springfield. 
C. M. Bowcock, Springfield. 
B. B. Griffith, Springfield. 


COMMITTEE ON SOCIETY 
HisTory. 

N.S. Davis, Chicago. 
Robert Boal, Lacon. 
DeLaskie Miller, Chicago. 
E. Ingals, Chicago. 
J. H. Hollister, Chicago. 
Edmund Andrews, Chicago 
T. D. Fitch, Chicago. 
L. G. Thompson, Lacon, 


JUDICIAL COUNCIL. 
C. C. Hunt, Dixon. 
Hugh T. Patrick, Chicago. 
C. DuHadway, Jerseyville. 
J. F. Percy, Galesburg. 
James L. Reat, Tuscola. 
C. E. Black, Jacksonville. 
E. P. Cook, Mendota. 
D. W. Graham, Chicago. 
O. B. Will, Peoria. 
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